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ADDITIONAL REMARKS on HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 


THE universal reign of death over the posterity of Adam 
is proof of the sinful nature of man. Death is a great and 
terrible evil. It is more dreaded than any other temporal 
calamity. The circumstances which lead todeath; the pains 
and groans, the weakness and despondency, the fears and 
sorrows which attend the approach of death, all make it ap- 
palling to the human heart. 

The representations of scripture coincide with man’s _ nat- 
ural feelings in relation to this evil. ‘Death is spoken of 
in scripture as the chief of calamities, the most extreme and 
terrible of all natural evils in this world. Deadly destruction. 
is spoken of as the most terrible destruction. Deadly sorrow 
as the most extreme sorrow. And deadly enemies as_ the 
most bitter and terrible enemies. The extremity of Christ’s 
sufferings, is represented by his suffering unto death. Hence 
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the greatest testimonies of God’s anger for the sins of men in 
this world, have been by inflicting death; as on the sinners 
of the old world; on the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
on Onan, Pharaoh, and the Egyptians; on Nadab and Abt- 
hu, Korah and his company, and the rest of the rebels in the 
wilderness; on the wicked inhabitants of Canaan; on Hoph- 
ni and Phinehas, Ananias and Sapphira: and the unbeliev- 
ing Jews, upon whom wrath «ame to the uttermost, in the 
time of the last destruction of Jerusalem. This calamity is 
often spoken of in a peculiar manner as the fruit of guilt. 
Exod. xxviii. 43, That they bear not iniquity and die. Lev. 
xxii. 9. Lest they bear sin for it and die. And so in man} 
other passages.* Calamities of a trivial character compared 
with the universal temporal destruction of mankind by death, 
are often spoken of as manifest indications of God’s dis- 
pleasure on account of the sinfulness of those who are sub- 
ject tothem. Much more then may we believe that the unt- 
versal havock which death makes of the whole human race, 
from generation to generation, without distinction of age, 
sex, quality or condition, is proof of God’s displeasure with 
our guilty race. This is expressly declared in Scripture. 

« Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye 
children of men. For a thousand years in thy sight are but 
as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night. 
Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they areas a sleep; 
in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. In the 
morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is 
cut down, and withereth. For we are consumed by thine 
anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled. Thou hast set 
our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance. For all our days are passed away in thy 
wrath; we spend our days as a tale that is told. The days of 
our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of 
strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour 
and sorrow: for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. Who 
knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy 
fear; so is thy wrath.” 

From all this it is clear that death is a token of God’s dis- 
pleasure. But this dying state is not the original state of 
man. He was created immortal. «Sin entered and death 
by sin: and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.” This is decidedly and unequivocally the language 
of the apostle. But it may be said that children die, as well 
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as adults; are we therefore to consider them as sinful before 
they have committed actual transgressions? This which is 
urged as an objection is avery strong argument in support of 
the doctrine of universal depravity. A want of conformity 
to the law of God, as well as a transgression of its precepts, 
issin. God as an infinitely holy being cannot but be dis- 
pleased with that which in its disposition and temper is dis- 
conformed to his law. God as an infinitely just being, would 
not bring the most fearful and calamitous and _ terrible judg- 
inents on perfectly innocent beings. But it is certain that a 
large part of the whole human family die in dreadful suffer- 
ings while in a state of infancy, according to the appointment 
of God’s providence. And it is equally certain that when 
God has ina remarkable manner poured out his judgments 
on account of sin, children have been involved in ruin with 
their parents. When the world was destroyed by the Deluge, 
‘because the wickedness of man was great,’ a common ruin 
involved parents and children. When Sodom and Gomorrah 
were overthrown by fire from heaven, parents and children 
sunk under the same visitation of divine providence. This 
last terrible judgment was inflicted immediately after Abra- 
ham’s pathetic intercession. ‘Wilt thou destroy the right- 
cous with the wicked? That be far from thee to do after this 
manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked, and that the 
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee. 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right.?”” The judge of 
all the earth does right and will do right. Yet we see that 
both in miraculous visitations, and in the ordinary proceed- 
ings of providence, children are subject to suffering and death. 
Particularly it deserves consideration that in the very judg- 
ments, which are sent expressly for the punishment of sin, 
children suffer as well as their parents. Now if in the deal- 
ings of an infinitely holy, just and good God, a God too, the 
resources of whose knowledge and power are infinite, we 
find children actually suffering with their parents, in the same 
way in which their parents suffer, and only one reason as- 
signed for the whole, what is the unavoidable conclusion? 
Surely all are sinful, all are depraved. ‘There is a common 
nature tainted by sin; a fit object of the divine displeasure. 
[f this is denied, it must be denied that suffering and death 
are by sin; which is an express denial of scripture. Or it 
must be maintained that a God of infinite justice, goodness 
and power will by his own act involve the innocent and the 
cuilty in a common ruin—that he will slay and has slain the 
righteous with the wicked. But, «that bedar from him— 
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shall not the judge of all the earth do right???” The express 
declarations of scripture, and the ways of providence are ut- 
terly at variance with the supposition that man is an uncor- 
rupted being. But there are difficulties on both sides of this 
question. And the only rational method is, to receive that 
doctrine which is encompassed with fewest and least difficult- 
ies. If we admit original sin, it is put to us immediately to 
reconcile the doctrine with the justice of God. Suppose that 
we cannot—it does not therefore follow that itis trreconcil- 
able. Because there may be that in the connection between 
Adam and his posterity, in the manner of the propagation of 
the human species, and in the covenant of works, which, if 
understood by us would throw complete light on the subject, 
and solve every difficulty. If we could suppose a person ac- 
quainted with the distinctions of property, yet utterly igno- 
rant of the laws of inheritance, we can easily understand how 
he might think it flagrant injustice that a son should be bound 
to pay the debts of his father: but on his learning that the 
son inherited the father’s estate, and in fact possessed the 
very property on which his father obtained credit, he would 
at once admit the justice of the law, which obliges the son to 
fulfil his father’s engagements. ‘This is introduced solely for 
the purpose of showing that what appears to be obviously un- 
just, may bear an entirely different character when the whole 
case is known. Nowthis seems to be precisely the nature of 
original sin; we cannot see how it is just; yet it may be just, 
and when the whole subject is understood, we may see it to 
be just. ‘These things being so; if God, who understands 
the whole subject, has taught the doctrine of original sin, 
we are sure that it is just (although we cannot see how it is 
so) because the Judge of the whole earth will do right. 
Again, Let the doctrine of original sin be denied; then we 
do deny that which is plainly taught in the Holy Scriptures; 
and this is either open infidelity, or it is such a violent inter- 
pretation as compels scripture to subserve prejudice and hy- 
pothesis. But after all, we do not thus get rid of the diffi- 
culty, unless indeed we deny the divine government altogeth- 
er. For we do in fact see children suffering in many ways 
for the sins of their parents—That is, on the supposition, we 
see the innocent suffering on account of the transgressions of 
the guilty. Now this we do knowto beunjust. Surely then 
it is easier to believe that infants are constituted guilty, al- 
though we do not know how this takes place, than it is to be- 
lieve that an infinitely just and Almighty being would punish 
the innocent with the guilty. In point of fact then, the doc- 
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trine of original sin, is pressed with less difficulties than its 
opposite: it is therefore reasonable to believe it. 


We ought to remark before concluding, that the doctrine, as we hold it, 
determines nothing against the salvation of infants, It does indeed decide 
that persons will not be saved of course. because. they die in infancy. But 
it proves nothing against an opinion, which we think may be established 
from scripture, that in the gospel, provision is made by divine mercy for the 

salvation of those who die without having committed actual transgression. 
This we do believe, and rejvice in this pleasing truth, while we hold that 
man is totally depraved, and every child of Adam has a corrupt nature. 


For the Evangelical and Literary Magazine and Missionary Chronicle. 


THE SEARCH AFTER RELIGION. 


{ Ap occasion, the other day, to go to a small village in 
the country; and was riding in my sulky all alone. I had 
never travelled the road before, and was of course obliged to 
ask the way very often. As usual in such cases, I sometimes 
met with persons who had hardly heard of the place, and 
could not tell me how to find it. Others too I saw, who gave 
me such careless and blind directions, as just served to put 
me wrong, Accordingly, you see, 1 got out of my road se- 
veral times, lost my dinner and my patience, and was even in 
some danger of losing my trip altogether. At last however, 
{ bethought myself to look at a small sketch of the way I had 
in my pocket, and observing the course of the Sun now sink- 
ing down, I got safe to the place, about night fall, where I 
found a good supper, and soft bed. 

And here, this jaunt of mine, said I to myself, is a sort of 
allegory of our search after religion. We set out in the 
morning of life perhaps, with a Clear sky over head, and a 
smooth road under foot, and our faces are set tow ards Zion. 
But alas! we are naturally ignorant, know nothing about the 
way we are going, and are soon at our wit’s end to find 
it out. And here we meet with some good sort of people, 
who seem quite willing to direct us, if they only knew how 
to do its; but they are blind leaders of the blind. Others again, 
may know the way well enough for themselves; but want the 
skill to point it out to others; and give us such vague and 
loose instructions as do us no good. ‘Their advice amounts 
to this—-** take the right road and you cant go wrong”’—Very 
true, no doubt! Vexed and troubled, we go forward till we 
come to a fork, and which hand shall we take? We pause 
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and look about; but see no one. O! that some kind angel 
would come down; and marshal our way with his wings. 
But the wish is romantic—time presses—we must choose—we 
take the wrong path, and wander far away till we come to 
the very slough of despond, in which poor Christian fell; and 
we sink down into it too. But here a gracious Providence takes 
pity upon us, and sends us a kind friend to our relief. Our 
hearts are cheered, and we hasten to regain the road. And 
now, for a while at least, we renew our streng gth, as gay as 
the birds around us; and we go on singing like them. But 
again we doubt, again we pause—we have not found the marks 
we were told to look for, and we are afraid that we are 
wrong still. Inthe mean time, we are involved in the mazes 
of the forest whose woods enclose us on every side, and day 
is wasting fast. But here refiection comes to us, and bids 
us ponder the path of our feet. We recollect at last, that we 
have a map of Canaan (the Bible) in our pocket; and we take 
it out. And here we see our road, an highway, called the 
way of holiness, and the way-faring man, though a fool shall 
not err therein. It is true, we see, it is crossed every where 
by innumerable serpentine paths, (traced by the old ‘Serpent 
himself,) all winding round to the broad road that leads to 
the city of Ruin; and we must have our eyes open, and 
‘purged with euphrasy and rue,” to keep us from going 
astray. Still we can hear, at intervals, the sweet voice of 
wisdom singing, (like another Ariel,) J lead in the way of 
righteousness; and I will cause those that love me to inherit 
substance. And see the sun of righteousness is over our heads, 
and sheds his rays upon the path before us. And above all, 
the good Spirit himself, «the unseen genius of the wood,” is 
ready to guide our steps with his counsel, saying, this is the 
way, walk ye therein. And lo!—at last—yonder the city 
itself is in sight—we see the steeple above the trees, girt with 
lucid clouds all about, inviting us to come that way. A little 
while—a few more steps—and we are at the inn, the travel- 
_ler’s rest, and now we sit down at the board of love. 


ON THE ATONEMENT. 


‘His is a subject of very great importance; the serious 
attention of the reader is invited to the following observa- 
tions, intended to show what the scripture teaches respecting 
this momentous truth. 
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Man is a sinful creature; God is infinitely just; and his 
law is holy and just and good. That law denounces death 
on the transgressor. The question then, what must I do to 
be saved, is one of unspeakable importance. Mistake may be 
fatal; and fatal forever. For man it is a difficult question. 
Indeed it is presumptuous in him to undertake to answer it; 
because it involves the determinations and purposes of Deity. 
Who shall say what God has resolved to do to creatures, 
who have rebelled against him and broken his holy laws? 
Surely it is God alone who can tell us what we so much need 
to know. 

Men, however, are very ready to depend on their own 
schemes, and seek a solution of the difficulty. in the conclu- 
sions of their own reason. Repentance and amendment of 
life, constitute the whole plan of most for escaping the 
punishment which sin deserves, and obtaining the favour of 
God. But there is nothing in scripture to justify a reliance 
on these. Repentance and amendment are indeed required; 
but the word of God does not assure us that on account of 
them, the Judge of all will pardon our sins and receive us in- 
to his favour. And when we look to actual experience, we 
find nothing whatever to warrant dependence on the efficacy 
of repentance. ‘The man who has squandered health, fortune 
and character in a course of riotous living, may repent most 
bitterly, and resolve on amendment of life most sincerely, 
but he does not find what he has lost in this way restored. 
The punishment in this case outlives the crime. Who knows 
but that it may follow the sinner in the world to come? Be- 
sides, we do not see any sort of proportion between the of- 
fence and the expiation. Sin against God is an enormous 
evil; the repentance of the sinner is a trivial matter compar- 
ed with the vileness of his transgressions. What proportion 
is there between the repentance of a traitor, and the treason 
by which he sacrifices the liberties of his country? Surely 
no offence which man can commit against his fellow is at all 
to be compared with sinning against God. c 

And as for obedience—we never can at any moment do 
more than the law requires; for it says ‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and soul and mind and 
strength.”’ This is all that we can do: and this we are bound 
to do always. «Present obedience can no more atone for 
former, than past obedience can for present, sins.” The 
question then returns, what must we do to be saved? The 
scriptures answer this question in such terms as these.—Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.— 
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God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; he that believeth not shall be damned.” Now un- 
equivocally, there is a stress in these passages laid on faith, 
which is laid on no other exercise of the human mind. What 
then has Christ done for us, that faith in him should be so 
necessary and so efficient? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and THOU SHALT BE SAVED. ‘To the question thus proposed. 
one at all conversant with the scriptures, would at the very 
first answer, He died for us. ‘That the death of Christ was 
voluntary is proved by his own declaration, «I lay down my 
life of myself; no man taketh it from me; I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it again.” Why then 
did Christ deliver himself into the hands of sinners, when 
the powers of heaven were at his command? He says 
himself that he laid down his life for his sheep. His suf- 
ferings were fearful sufferings—for he said «my soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful even unto death—Father! if it be possible 
let this cup pass from me!”? He was in an agony, and sweat 
as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
Yet he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin- 
ners. He did no evil, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
Here then is an innocent person voluntarily undergoing most 
horrible anguish, and dying an ignominious death—for what? 
Surely in some way or other for the benefit of mankind. The 
Socinians say, to set an example of patience and resignation: 
and to confirm his doctrine to his disciples; and while they 
say so, surely they admit that it is not wnjust for the inno- 
cent to suffer for the guilty, when the suffering is voluntarily 
endured. But if Christ might, in consistence with justice. 
suffer for our benefit as an example &c., why might he notin 
like manner suffer.to make atonement for our sins? 

In the course of providence, and according to the constitu- 
tion of nature, innumerable benefits are conferred on men by 
the sufferings of others. At this season, we recollect with 
lively emotions the deeds of our forefathers. The toils, the 
privations, the blood, the death of patriots of a former day, 
procured for us the blessings of civil and religious liberty 
now enjoyed. ‘There are many on this national jubilee, who 
associate their birthright with the death of their fathers. But 
this is one out of thousands of instances which might be men- 
tioned. ‘There is a powerful analogy of nature, supporting 
that scheme of redemption revealed by the prophets, by 
Christ, and by his apostles. 
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The first martyr that ever sealed his testimony with his 
blood died in holy transport and triumph. Stephen had the 
port and bearing of an angel, while his persecutors surround- 
ed him with rage and fury, and gnashed on him with their 
teeth. Ecclesiastical history furnishes instances of many, 
who courted martyrdom, who went to the stake and the wheel, 
with as much joy as ever.a bridegroom showed when going 
forth to meet his bride. It is worth while to read an account 
of these triumphs of faith, and compare the detail with that 
given of the last scene of our Saviour’s life. Let one for the 

sake of a distinct view of the subject, write down in opposite 

columns, the worus of our blessed Saviour as recorded by the 
evangelists, with those of some martyrs recorded by the ec- 
clesiastical historians—and mark the contrast. 

Jesus says, Father save me from this hour—Father if it be 
possible let this cup pass from me—Now is my soul exceed- 
ing sorrowful—my God,my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

Martyrs say, Uhanks be to God that we are accounted 
worthy to suffer for the sake of Christ! This is the time of 
our espousals—welcome fire and faggot; welcome the cross 
and after that the crown—None but Christ, none but Christ! 

What a difference between the immaculate son of God, 
and his frail and sinning disciples! How are we to account 
for it? The apostle Peter and the prophet Isaiah throw 
light on this subject. ‘The one says, “(He bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree. And the other in the beautiful’ 
translation of Lowth declares 

‘Surely our infirmities he hath borne; 

And our sorrows he hath carried them. 

He was wounded for our transgressions; 

He was smitten for our iniquities: 

The chastisement by which our peace was effected was laid 
upon him; 

And by his bruises we are healed: 

Jehovah hath made to light on him the iniquity of us all. 

For the transgression of my people he was smitten to death. 

Although he had done no wrong, 

Neither was there any guile in his mouth; 

Yet it pleased Jehovah to crush him with affliction. 

Of the travail of his soul he shall see, and be satisfied. 

By the knowledge of him shall my servant justify many; 

For the punishment of their iniquities he shall bear. 

He poured out his soul unto death; 

And he was numbered with the transgressors: 
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And he bore the sin of the many 

And made intercession for the transgressors. 

If this reason of the agony of the Saviour be denied, how 
shall we account for the extreme anguish, “endured by a pure 
and perfect being, who had not on his own account, one re- 
collection tinged with remorse, or one anticipation mingled 
with dread?” It does seem wonderful that an innocent person 
should suffer as Christ did, under the government of an infi- 
nitely holy, just and good God; and especially one declared 
to be “the beloved Son of God, in whom he was well ae as- 
ed.” Besides; on this supposition the death of Christ wa 
well calculated to discourage a life of virtue. The peace 
which marks the end of the MPCTEVE, is one of the most pow- 
erful motives to a course of holy obedience. Here then is, on 
every hypothesis, the best man that ever lived; the ene ol all 
others most devoted to God and the most benevolent to man. 
after a life of unexampled virtue, breathing out his soul in 
such a bitter cry as this, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? Surely if God forsook Jesus Christ in that 
hour of trial, no devotion, no benevolence, no zeal, no self- 
denial, of ours can warrant the hope, that we shall enjoy his 
presence, and go through the valley of the shadow of death 
fearing no evil. Unless indeed we may presume that more 
favour shall be shown to us, than was si @ un to the holy Je- 
sus—that we shall be more highly favoured tian the Son of God! 

These are some of the difticulties that beset the Socinian 
hypothesis. But let us admit the trath announced by the 
prophet and the apostle already quoted, and these difficulties 
vanish. The Lord laid on him the iniquity of ws all—he 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree. tt was the load of 
our guilt, that pressed his holy soul; it was the wrath due to 
us for sin, that drank up his spirits. 

But it is objected that the doctrine of the atonement, takes 
for granted the divinity of Christ--and a divine person can- 
not die. This objection is urged with such confidence that it 
ought to be noticed. Weask then what is death? In an- 
swer, we observe that man is a compound being made up of 
mind and matter. Now, when man dies, there is no change 
in the soul. Its connection with the body is dissolved; and 
this is all, as far as we know. Death then is a separation 
of the soul and body. ‘The body is resolved into its element- 
ary principles; and the spirit returns te God who gave it. 
Now admit, according to the orthodox belicf, that Jesus 
Christ, a divine person, assumed human nature into a pecu- 
Jiar union with himself for the accomplishment of the gracious 
work of redemption; and, after it was finished, ‘that the 
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connection which had been formed as just stated was dissolv- 
ed, the uniting link was broken, why might not this be called 
death, as well as the separation between the human soul and 
body? It is absurd to suppose that God died; and it. is un- 
fair, it is disingenuous to charge this absurdity on the ortho- 
dox. It is absurd too to suppose that, at death, the soul of 
man dies—it is immortal; and none but materialists believe 
that it does die. Surely if these things were duly considered, 
this objection would not be urged with such an air of tri- 
umph. It is true there is mystery in this doctrine. But we 
no more understand how the soul and body can be united, 
than how divinity and humanity be b rought into union, And 
in like manner, we no more know how, at death, the separa- 
tion between soul and body is effected, than we know how on 
the cross there took place a dissolution of that union which 
existed in the mysterious person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is another objection, urged with considerable confi- 
dence which it may be well to notice. It is said that our Sa- 
viour gave, if any atall, very obscure and very few intima- 
tions of the design of hisdeath as we vepresent it. Butitis 
not to be supposed that if the principal object of his mission 
was to make an atonement for sin, he would have said so 
littie on this great subject. Vhis is the objection, to which it 
is answered, 

t. ‘Chat revealed religion is full of the subject of atonement. 
The most important rites of the old dispensation represented 
this doctrine; and it was only necessary for believers to un- 
derstand their true character, and at once they would be seen 
pointing to «* the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.” The forerunner of our Lord made the declara- 
tion just quoted respecting our Saviour, and thus announced 
the great design of his coming. This was calculated to ex- 
ie much to the disciples. 

2. Khe Lord Jesus himself taught in sufficiently explicit 
terms for enlightened Jews, the great doctrine, when he 
said. The son of man is come to give his life a ransom for 
many. This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
tov many for the remission of sins. ‘The bread which I will 
vive is my flesh, which IL will give for the life of the world. 
[ lay down my life for the sheep.’? ‘The doctrine of atone- 
nent is more fully developed by our Saviour than that which 
Dr. Priestley says it was the sole object of his mission to as- 
certain and exemplify, namely that of a resurrection and a 
future life. | 
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But it is obvious that our Lord did not judge it expe- 
dient in his life time to publish the grace of the gospel so 
fully and clearly as it was afterwards to be revealed. [t was 
his object **to supply the subject, not to promulgate the doc- 
trines of the gospel.”’”, He gradually unfolded the truth, as 
men were able to bear it. But only a little time before his 
death he said to his disciples, ** I have still many things to 
say unto you; but yecannot bear them now. However, when 
He cometh even the spirit of truth, he will guide yowinto ALL. 
truth: for he will not speak of himself, but whatsoever He 
shall hear He will speak; and He will shew you things to 
come. He will glorify me; for he will receive of mine, and 
will declare it unto you.” Now here isa gracious prom:se 
made by our Lord to his Apestles—the question is, was it 
verified. If it was—and surely no Christian can doubt—then 
we are to look to the writings of the Apostles as guided into 
all truth, for that mor : ample exibition of the gospel, whica 
our Saviour here promises. [t is this passage which war- 
rants us to turn with unwavering confidence to the Epistles, 
for instruction in the way of salvation, and to receive what 
the Apostles have taught as the very teaching of Christ him- 
self. Surely these remarks are suflicient to obviate the ob- 
jection. 

If, however, we could not answer one of the various objec- 
tions urged against this doctrine, still as consistent believers 
in Christianity, we should be under the necessity of receiving 
it. For if any thing is fully taught in the Bible it is the sa- 
tisfaction made by Christ to divine justice. Before any far- 
ther quotation of texts on this great subject is made let the 
reader attend to the following observations:—«The New 
Testament, being intended for universal use, and of course 
for that of plain unlettered men as well as others, does not 
deal in logical distinctions and metaphysical subtleties, but 
conveys its momentous truths in the simplest languages; and 
to rivet them more firmly on the mind, often has recourse to 
a variety of apt and striking metaphors and allusions, to 
communicate the same general idea. ‘Chus with regard to 
atonement and words of analogous import, correct notions 
may be readily obtained, when the different lights in which 
sin is represented, are contemplated. If, for example, sin be 
regarded as a breach of the law, which calls down its curses, 
and excites God’s anger, then an atonement (which literally 
signifies a covering e) screens from the curses of the law, covers, 
or appeases, or pr opitiates the angry countenance of Deity. 
Ifsin be that which interrupts the friendship which would 
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otherwise subsist between man and his Maker, then what is 
needed is something to procure reconciliation between the par- 
ties at variance. If sin is considered as a debt incurred by 
man, then what is required is something which will give sa- 
lisfaction for that debt. If sin be depicted as slavery to Sa- 
tan, then the grand requisite is a ransom. If sin be describ- 
edas an impurity, then what the sinner needs is something 
that will purge or wash it away. All these, and perhaps 
some other views of sin, its effects, and the means of cancel- 
ling them, are included in that sacrifice and offering for sin, 
in consequence of which iniquity is not imputed, transgression 
is forgiven, and sin covered.”’* 

These observations are worthy to be remembered by every 
reader of the Bible. While they are borne in mind let the 
following passages of scripture in addition to those already 
cited be carefully perused. 

Messiah shall be cut off but not for himself, &c. and he 
shall confirm the covenant with many,—He shall cause the 
sacrifice and oblation to cease. Dan. ix. 26, 27. The 
son of man came, to give his life a ransom for many. Mark 
x. 45. 

The Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. Acts xx. 28. 

Jesus Christ whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins-—that he might be just and the justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus. Rom. ili. 25, 26. 

Jesus—-who was delivered for our offences and raised again 
for our justification. Rom. iv. 25. 

Christ died for the ungodly.--While we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us.--We were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son. Romans v. 6, 8,10. 1 Thess. v. 10. 

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died. 
Romans viil. 34. 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 1 Cor. v. 7. 
Ye are bought witha price. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Christ died for 
our sins, according to the scriptures. 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

He hath made him, who knew no sin, to be sin (i.e. a silt 
offering] for us, that we might be made the righteousness of 
Godin him. 2 Cor. vy. 21. Jesus Christ—who gave himself 
foroursins. Gal.i. 3.4. The life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved meand 
gave himself forme. Gal. i. 20. 


* Dr. Gregory. 
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And walk in love as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet smelling savour. Eph. v.2. See also verse 25. 

in whom [namely, the Son of God] we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. And having 
made ] peace through the blood of his cross, by him to recon- 
cile all things unto himself, &c. And you, that were some- 
time alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of his flesh through 
death, &c. Col. i. 14, 20-22. 

For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for 
all to be testified in due time. 1 ‘Tim. ii. 5, 6, 

Who (the Son of God) being the brightness of his glory 
and the express image of his person, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the majesty onhigh. Heb. 
i. 2, 3. Jesus who was made a little lower than the angels, 
&e. that by the grace of God he might taste of death for 
every man. Heb. 11. 9. See also, Eeb. v. 8. vii. 27. x. 6. 
Also, i x. 12, 14, 16, 18, 22, 25, 26, 28. 

For as much as ve know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible thing's such as silver and gold from your vain 
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with 
the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. also, ii. 24. Who his 
ownself bare our sins in his own body on the tree—-by whose 
stripes ye were healed. 

And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our 
gins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world. { John ii. 1.2. Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, because he laid down his life tor us.—-tii. 16. Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
hlood, &c. Rev. 1. 5. Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood, &c.——v. 9. 

‘These are afew of the very numerous passages of scrip- 
ture which prove and establish the doctrine of Atonement. 
it would make a considerable volume to quote the whole. 
indeed it seems strange that any one should read the New 
Testament and not see that the great design of the coming 
ef Christ was to die for the sins of men. If he did not do this, 
it is hardly possible to avoid the conclusion that he and his 
apostles mis-stated the reason of his death. Indeed language 
‘annot be more explicit on any subject than scripture lan- 
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guage is on this; and if we cannot learn from the New Tes- 
tament that Christ made an atonement for sin, we may well 
despair of learning any thing with certainty from the 
Bible. Instead of regarding it as a book intended for the 
instruction of plain honest enquirers, as an unerring rule of 
faith; it may be considered as a play-place for the ingenuity 
of self-sufficient critics, of proud, self-righteous theologians. 
And they may task their powers to shew, how little meaning 
is in the word of God--how few things are to be believed in 
order to salvation. 

But when one knows and feels that he is a sinner in the 
hands of a holy sin-hating God, and earnestly enquires what 
he must do to be saved; then, a religion without a Mediator 
and without an Atonement, will be found Inadequate to his 
wants. ‘Then will he feel the necessity that some days-man 
should come between him and his justly offended soverei en,and. 
lay his hand on both--and then he will see that the cospel, 
which points out the way whereby God can be just and justi- 
{y him that believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, is precisely 
adapted to his condition as a sinner. He will understand 
why such stress should be laid on faith in Christ; and rely- 
ing on his infinite merit, he will render thanks to Ged for 
his unspeakable gift. This is the man who is prepared to 
join in the exercises of the saints above, and sing the song 
of salvation. But really, we cannot conceive how a truly 
sincere and conscientious Unitarian, who believes that Jesus 
was the son of Joseph and Mary, a mere man, fallible and 
peccable like other men; that he made no atonement; that he 
only died to set an example of patient suffering, and to con- 
firm the doctrine of a future life, we do not see how such an 
one could with a good conscience join the heavenly hosts in 
saying * Unto him that loved us, and WASHED Us FROM 
OUR SINS IN His OWN BLOOD, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God even his father, to him be glory and do- 
minion forever and ever, Amen. Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing!” Alas! their 
chief apprehension is, lest Christians should ascribe too much 
to Christ. And while all heaven in unutterable rapture 
shout « Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be un- 
to him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb forever 
and ever;” they——sinners as they are—labour zealously to 
prevent their fellow sinners here on earth from thinking too 
highly of the Lord Jesus Christ! 




































MISCELLANEOUS 


THE FOURTH OF JULY, 1821. 


Tue return of this Anniversary is always hailed by us 
with feelings which we are utterly incompetent to express. 
They are feelings natural to men, who were born during the 
revolutionary struggle; whose fathers were engaged in fight- 
ing the battles of thei ir country; and whose mothers taught 
them among their earliest lessons, to regard, a good, sound 
hearted Whig with veneration and love, and a Tory with ab- 
horrence. 

It was with particular pleasure that we observed in all 
parts of the country a deeper interest than usual in the re- 
turn of this National Jubilee, and indications that it would be 
celebrated in a brilliant and impressive manner. And as we 
place little value on that parade, which merely strikes on the 
senses, It was not a litile gratifying to notice that in different 
places, gentlemen, qualified we presume for the important 
service, were i pan to deliver appropriate orations. ‘The 
common themes of declamation on this subject ave exhausted. 
We take it for granted, then, that the orators have selected 
topics of discussion by which the public mind will be en- 
hiehtened and the people led to a clearer understanding of 
their true interest. It is not enough that we now enjoy a 
better birthright than has fallen to the lot of any other people. 
We ought to know how to make the most of our blessings; 
how to preserve them, and to hand them down unimpaired to 
those who may succeed us. 

it is not to be denied, we think, that the state of society 
among us might be greatly meliorated; that there might be 
much more intelligence, more industry, more virtue, more 
respect for the laws, and higher regard for our neighbour's 
rights and interest, than ac tually do prevail. Now, should 
the orators of the day, by the commanding power of eloquence, 
sway the people’s feelings, and direct the patriotic enthusiasm 
of the season to the important subjects just mentioned, cer- 
tainly they will perform a service not less valuable in its 
place, than the more brilliant services of the warriors who 
have vindicated their country’s honour, and sustained their 
country’s rights. 

It is not to be denied too that our privileges may. be im- 
paired; our happy form of government may be overthrown: 
and here, where ‘every man now sits under his vine and fig- 
tree and none makes him afraid,’ anarchy may raise uproar 
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and spread confusion; or despotism may wield her iron 
sceptre, and clank her chains. Should the speakers of the 
day, considering these possibilities, point out the dangers to 
which free states are particularly exposed; should they mark 
out the rocks and quicksands on which we may be driven, 
and erect beacons for our warning, and hang out lights to 
guide us. We will most readily bear our humble testimony, 
‘that they deserve well of the republic.” But we cannot 
conjecture what course they will pursue. 

As for ourselves, there appears but one reason for appre- 
hension. <A truly virtuous and intelligent people cannot be 
enslaved. They may be vanquished—they may be annihilat- 
ed; but they cannot be enslaved. Should the interests of 
sound learning be duly regarded, and genuine virtue prevail 
in our country, we are confident that the United States will 
stand the world’s best hope and most instructive example for 
ages of ages. 

Few, reduced, would object to this sentiment expressed in 
these terms; but we fear that a wide difference of opinion pre- 
vails as to the means by which public virtue is to be promoted. 
We entirely and from the heart adopt the opinion of the Fa- 
ther of his country, as expressed in his farewell address to the 
people of the United States. «Of all the dispositions and 
«s habits which lead to political prosperity, religion. and mo- 
‘¢ rality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man 
‘¢ claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labour to sub- 
‘vert these great pillars of human happiness; these firmest 
‘‘ props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician 
‘‘equally with the pious man, ought to respect and cherish 
‘them. A volume could not trace all their connections with 
‘* private and public felicity. Let it be simply asked, where 
‘is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the 
‘¢ sense of religious obligation desert the oaths, which are the 
‘instruments of inv estigation in courts of justice. nd let 
‘us with caution indulge the supposition that MORALITY CAN 
‘BE MAINTAINED WITHOUT RELIGION. Whatever may 
‘be conceded to the influence of refined edacation on minds 
‘of peculiar structure, reason and eaperience both forbid us 
‘¢ to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of 
‘religious principle.’ Under the full belief that this is truth, 
and nothing but truth, we were not a little grieved to ob- 
serve, in all that has been said respecting this anniversary, 
nothing of religion—no public thanksgiving to Almighty 
God—no acknowledgment of his kind and gracious Provi- 
dence—no supplications to the throne of grace for blessings 
45 
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on our country. Doubtless many a pious patriot in his 
Fourth of July orisons, remembers all those extensive and 
mighty interests which the term country involves, and in the 
fervour of his devotions prays that the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the whole earth may have them in his keeping. But we 
call for public prayer, for united supplications. We wish 
to see old men and matrons, young men and maidens, and 
even lisping infancy crowding the temples of the living God, 
and joining in the solemn songs of praise for the past favours 
of heaven, aud in earnest prayers for the continuance of the 
divine blessing. This would give elevation and purity to 
our patriotism, and a lofty tone to all our feelings; would by 
delightful associations connect the pious who have gone be- 
fore us, with the men of the present generation; and cause 
the aged patriot, bowing down to the grave under the weight 
of years, to look on. the rising generation with delightful 
confidence as a people whom the Lord has blessed. Vhere 
was a time in this land. when God was not so forgotten as 
he is at this day. Our fathers “ cried unto the Lord i in their 
trouble, and he saved them out of their distresses. He brought 
them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake 
their bands in sunder.”?” And when they saw the salvation 
which he had wrought for them, * they sacrificed the sacrifices 
of thanksgiving, and declared his works with rejoicing.” 
They said one to another, “let us go up to the house of the 
Lord,” and there they prayed « peace be within thy walls. 
and prosperity within thy palaces.”” O that the men of this 
generation would praise the Lord for his goodness and for all 
his wonderful works to the children of men! 

When we look over the world at the present time, a truly 
appalling prospect opens before us. Beyond the pate of 
Christendom, nothing is to be seen but the wildness and fe 
rocity of savage life; or the dreariness and desoiation pro. 
duced by unmitigated tyranny. And there is no hope of me 
lioration until those false religions, which subserve the cause 
of despotism shall be overthrown. Within the borders of the 
Christian church, we see an alliance, a conspiracy rather 
among kings to prevent political improvement, to suppress 
constitutional governments, and to make their will the law. 
The revolutions in Spain and Portugal are yet undecided ex- 
periments. And of the result we are painfully doubtful. 
Such is the power, at least such the influence of the priests 
over an ignorant and superstitious population, that we great- 
ly fear a counter revolution. For Europe we have only one 
hope. The Bible is circulated with great zeal. . Let it be 
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generally received among the people, let them read it until 
its lessons produce their effect on the understanding, and 
they will be raised above the condition of slaves. It will dif- 
fuse an intelligence through the mighty mass of European 
population, which their kings and emperors will be obliged 
to respect. One devout aspiration of the christian patriot. on 
the Fourth of July, then, is, success to the Bible cause 
throughout the world! 

But America is our best hope. She stands now single and 
alone to teach the world, the value of a republican govern- 
ment. But should she cast off the restraints of religion, and 
renounce allegiance to the most High—should vice prevail— 
then it will bei in vain that our sages have toiled and our 
warriors have bled—-the visions of our future glory will prove 
the mere phantoms of a disordered imagination; and the 
hopes of mankind in respect to us, will be as deceptious as 
that appearance of water which mocks the senses and disap- 
points the hopes of the traveller dying with thirst in the 
midst of the sandy desert. 

QO God of our fathers, who before them didst cast out the 
heathen, and gavest unto them a goodly heritage; who didst 
deliver them in the time of trouble, and break their bands 
asunder; who enlargedst the borders of their habitation, and 
(idst cause them to dwell in safety; who feedest us also with 
the finest of thy wheat, and makest peace in our day; may it 
please thee to cause us to walk in thy statutes and ordinances, 
and to have respect unto thy commandments—O Lord we 
beseech thee send now prosperity; and to the latest genera- 
tions let this be a land which thou wilt delight to bless! 
Grant this O Lord for the sake of thine only son our redeem- 
cr, to whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one living 
and true God, be ascribed all honour, dominion praise and 
power—both now and forever. Amen. 

4th July, 1821. 


REVIEW. 


Uhe Land of Powhatan. By a VIRGINIAN. 12mo. pp. 120. 
Baltimore. Fielding Lucas Jr. 1821. 


A book, anda poem too, by a Virginian, is a sort of a new 
thing under the sun which naturally attracts our notice. 
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And we are besides, (as our readers know by this time,) such 
true lovers of every thing that looks like native literature, 
that we took up the little book, a trifle as it is, with a good dis- 
position to be pleased with it. Indeed we take to ourselves 
no part of the reproach which the author lavishes in his pre- 
face, (a little too roundly perhaps,) on the whole state— alte- 
nos fovens, sui negligens. On the contrary, we are prepar- 
ed, on all occasions, to cherish our homebred talents, and es- 
pecially when employed upon domestic subjects, with a per- 
fect oJopyy. It is true, we must think that our Native Muse, 
in the few glimpses we have caught of her, is rather too free 
in her motions; and she certainly warbles her **wood notes” 
a little too “wild” for our ears; but we have really good hopes 
of her notwithstanding, (as she is so young,) and easily be- 
lieve that she will be very charming by and by. In the mean 
time, we are prepared to deal with her, whenever she comes 
before us, with that good-natured spirit which Prior recom- 
mends the husband to shew to his wife-- 


Be to her virtues very kind: 
Be to her faults a little blind; 


And this we think, is the right way to make ler what we wish 
her tobe. But enoughof preface—“The Land of Powhatan” 
is a sort of epic ballad, or rhyming chronicle, of the first set- 
tlement of our state, Powhatan, Pocahontas, Captain Smith, 
and all the rest. ‘The first canto opens well enough with this 
strain: 


[. 


Imperial Powhatan! thy day 

In dark oblivion rolls away; 

Thy warriors all in dust are Jaid, 
-And silent sleeps the Indian maid; 
No trace remains of all the throng, 
That roamed thy native wilds along; 
No spot to point the hero’s grave, 

In one sad ruin rest the brave, 
Their deeds of glory all unsung, 

The strong, the beautiful, the young. 
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Thy native land alone remains, 

She long hath drunk her purple stains, 
And oh! how alter’d since the day, 
When Indian chieftains bore the sway; 
The guilt that drench’d her sands in blood, 
And whelm’d them inits sanguine flood, 
Hath sunk, forgotten!—overcast!— 

And time hath darkly veil’d the past! 
The glories of a later day, 

Have swept its memory away, 

The splendor of a modern power, 

Hath cast in shade that gloomy hour, 
The features of the scene are fled, 
They perished with the peaceful dead? 


pp. 7,8. 


The poet proceeds to describe the country as held by the 
Indians—the arrival of our fathers—-with a memoir of Cap- 
tain Smith, and his exploits. The first view of the “«Red- 


man’s land,” is quite a pleasing picture. 


e 


iif. 


And when the whiten’d strand they near, 
Of that capacious bay, 

How doth the Red-man’s land appear, 
That stretcheth far away? 

A scene of beauty meets the eye, 
The ravish’d sense enchains, 

It softly smiles with cloudless sky, 
With rivers and rich plains; 

It seems an Eden in the wild— 
An amphitheatre of sweets, 

An air so bland, a breeze so mild—— 
What other country fans or greets? 

its upward slope is lost in blue, 
Encircled seems in azure lands, 

its foot is laved by ocean too, 
While resting on his silken sands, 

And countless beauties doubtless lie, 

Beyond that graceful drapery, 
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That waves in nature’s lovely green, 
In all that flaunting foliage seen, 
Contrasted with the deepest dyes, 


That blush beneath the heavenly skies.— 
p. 47. 


And something more in the same strain. ‘The poem goes on 
to relate the adventure of Captain Smith in Chickahominy 
swamp, (quod versu dicere no est)-—and his appearance be- 
fore Powhatan, with the memorable intercession of Pocahon- 
tas, one of the finest incidents in all romance. Here, of 
course, the bard puts out his strength, and not without some 
spirit. 


Vil. 


{gnobly bound in hateful bands, 

Behold the valiant captive stands, 

With comeliest form, and calmest look, 

A firmness nothing yet hath shook, 

Beneath the matted roof of Powhatan, 

The palace rude of uncorrupted man; 

His dusky chiefs with feathers crown’d, 

In gaudy colours range around; 

Behind each painted lord his queen, 

In wild adornment too is seen; 

At sight of Smith in bands amid the crowd, 
Theirs was the shout that burst aloud, 

Upon his throne o’erlaid with reeds, 
Allfringed with shells, and hung with beads, 
‘The giant Powhatan in savage state, 

Sat like a Jove, dispensing fate; 

His body clothed in shaggy hide, 

rhe wolf had worn in brindled pride; 

Upon his breast the white teeth shone, 

An ear, on either arm droop’d down, 

rhe yellow paws hung dangling from his throat, 
And felt!--the heart they seem’d to note; 
Above the whole in graceful float, 

A robe of skins was loosely thrown, 

His head was circled in a crown 

Of light swan feathers, exquisitely white, 

Its ringlet lin’d with softest down, and bright 
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With plumes, all branching high, and bound 


With strong deer sinews turn’d around. 
The buck-skin boot his feet defended, 
And rattled with the shells appended; 
A monstrous club his sceptre seem’d, 
And in his eye a fierceness beam’d. 


Vill. 


Beside her sat his lovely daughter, 

Our ark of safety on the troubled water, 
Her tear of pity promptly starts, 

And wildly shoots the first of hearts; 
Around her beauteous form is drawn, 
The softened skins of spotted fawn; 
Her hair adown her shoulders stray’d 
No raven knows so dark a shade, 

Nor does he from his changing wing, 
The dazzling beam so brightly fling. 
No gems adorn our western maid, 

But those within her eye that play’d, 
More precious they, more darkly pure, 
Than ever eastern beauty wore— 
Herself a diamond in her native mine; 
Surrounding gems would dimly shine; 
Some simple things she wore indeed, 
The shell the feather and the bead, 
They seem on her the worthless dust, 
The dross that doth the diamond crust. 


IX. 


Extended on the fatal block, 

His eye awaits the coming shock, 
Of that dread club, upwhirl’d in air, 
With muscle strain’d and looks that glare: 
A shriek arrests the downward blow, 
And Pocahontas shields the foe. 

* Father,” in shuddering agony she sighs, 







































‘‘ Oh spare this bosom or thy daughter dies; 


‘¢ Strike not this unresisting heart, 







«* The brave should spurn the coward part. 
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« This single life would poorly slake 

*‘ The vengeance thou shalt justly take. 
With streaming eye and wild despair, 
Uplifted hands and flowing hair, 

The suppliant bends her lovely form, 
To break the fury of the coming storm-— 
And comes it not?—-the straining grasp 
Is slow relax’d for weaker clasp; 

His eye around the chieftain bends, 

His heart resolves-—the club d< scends. 
His daughter flies into a father’s arms, 
And hush’d are all her wild alarms: 


> B ] 


p. 68--72 


After this, our author dallies a little with history, and 
makes Captain Smith solicit the hand of his “guardian 
sylph,” in marriage, of her father. The old gentleman how- 
ever, declines taking him for a son-in-law; because unluckily 
he had already promised her to a certain “mighty Werow- 
ance,” and he cannot break his word. War ensues, (as 
might be expected,) Pocahontas elopes from the wigwam-- 
is caught in her flight--and sent away to be married to 
Japasaw s, sorely against her will. The w edding night ar- 
rives, and the knot is just about to be tied after the ‘Indian 
fashion, “in a dark cavern that o’erjuts the river’? Potomac, 
when the poor groom is shot dead at the feet of his bride. 
An Englisman, it seems, (perhaps Smith himself,) in the 
disguise of an Indian warrior, had done the mischief—and 
now bears the maid away to Jamestown. The war rages 
with new fury—and the poem closes. 


XXIIf. 


Long fought the hero! but in vain, 
Tho’ all his youth seem’d come again, 
No rest his harassed foe could take, 
Forth from the dell or secret brake, 
The feather’d arrow, silent flew, 
Unseen the steady hand that drew; 
No forest-tree nor gloomy shade, 

No deep morass, nor darksome glade, 
But witness’d some achievement bold, 
’T were long to tell and yainly told.— 
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He fought his foe, by day—-by night, 
He fought him at the tempest’s height; 
When deem’d secure in slumber’s clasp, 
He rous’d him in the tyger’s grasp. 
Countless and fadeless were his feats in war, 
But still must set at last the brightest star.—- 
In silent hoariness he sank to rest, 
Calm then at length the warrior’s troubl’d breast, 
Fie lived not till the ocean wave 
Had whelm/’d the valley and its brave, 
But yet its distant roar and rage could mark 
its force tempestuous and its aspect dark: 
He brac’d his bosom for the coming shock, 
And thought to dare it from his mountain rock 
But other ends seem’d wise to thee, 
His guardian trust! his lov’d Okee!-- 
p. 101--2. 


Hactenus haec—and now we must point out a few faults: 
We do not agree with the author, that the “subject” is ‘un- 
interesting,’—it is far otherwise, we think,—but he has not 
made the most of it. We object too, to his use of what he 
calls the «unbounded license of versification, in fashion at 
the present day.’ Lam of opinion, (as we stated in a former 
page,) the very essence of versification ts the recurrence of a 
certain system of articulate sounds at regular intervals, and 
we cannot dispense with it. ‘in prose,” says Campbell, 
‘the ear follows the writer; in verse it goes before him: a 
compromise between the varicty of the one and the regularity 
of the other, gives us the grace of neither.” [Lect. on Poet.] 
And by the way, we are glad to see that Lord Byron who 
formerly used this Babylonish mixture of lines, has seen his 
error, and reformed his practice. (See his late letter to Mr. 
Murray.) We will just add, that the poem has also some 
breaches of grammar, and other small improprieties of dic- 
tion, which we do not like. We are no “*word-catchers,” or 
we would point them out. Upon the whole however, we are 
pleased with this bagatelle: and shall be glad to see the author 
arain. 
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1. The Scripture Festimony to the Messiah: an Inquiry with 
a viet toa satisfactory determination of the doctrine taught 
in the holy scriptures concerning the Person of Christ; in- 
cluding @ careful examination of the Rev. Thomas Belsh- 
am’s Calm Inquiry, and other Unitarian works on the same 
subject. By Joun Pye Smitrn, D.D. Intwo volumes. 
London, Vol. ist. 1818—Vol. 2d. 1821. 


2, Letters on the Ministry, Ritual, and doctrines of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, addressed to the Rev. William E. 
Wyatt, D.D. associate Minister of St. Paul’s parish. Bal- 
timore, &c. By JARED Sparks, A.M. Minister of the 
first independent church of Baltimore. Baltimore N. G. 
Maxwell. 1820. 


From the beginning of our labours, it has been our purpose, 
and effort to keep this journal free from the controversies 
which are carried on between different denominations of chris- 
tians. It is unnecessary here to detail the reasons for this 
decision. Some may suppose, however, that we have de- 
parted from our purpose in the course pursued in relation to 
the Socinian [unitarian] controversy. With the sentiments 
however, which we do conscientiously maintain on this sub- 


ject we feel ourselves perfectly clear of the charge of incon- 


sistency. And whatever others may judge, ts a small matter 
with us. Wedo verily believe that socinianism is a denial of 
the fundamental doctrines of christianity as a pecultar sys- 
tem; and as christians devoted to the church of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and pledged to promote her best interests to the 
utmost of our power, we consider ourselves bound to oppose 
the progress of that doctrinc, and to expose its error 
as we can. We allow of no opposition, however, but by 
scripture and fair argument. Because, in the first place, it 
is the highest interest of us, and of all to know the truth: and 
secondly, because candour and fairness is the best policy. 
Misrepresentation will be detected, and detection will bring 
shame on him who employs it; and mere angry denunciation 
has long ago lost its influence. We are under no temptation 
to resort to unworthy arts of controversy; for we are as well 
assured that on this general subject we hold the truth, as 
careful and deliberate enquiry can make us; and we do know 
that no feelings of hostility to the persons or characters of 
Unitarians actuate us. We are perfectly willing to acknow- 
ledge in them every good and amiable quality that they pos- 
sess; and it is our prayer to almighty God to bless them. Ti 
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is the doctrine alone that we oppose, and with that we are ir- 
reconcilably at variance; because we believe it to be funda- 
mentally erroneous, and its prevalence subversive of all the 
interests of vital piety. Under this full persuasion, it is 
truly afflicting to us to learn that any embrace it; and we 

mourn to see efforts strenuously made for its propagation. 
We regard them as a calamitous misapplication of talents 
and learning, which, under a better direction. might be in- 
strumental of spreading the triumphs of the cross, and pro- 
moting the truth as it isin Jesus. The war then is bellum ad 
internecionem, a war of exiermination not against persons, but 
opinions; not with carnal weapons but spiritual; not to in- 
flict injury, but to do good; not for destruction but for salva- 
tion. God succeed the right! 

We have placed the two works standing atthe head of this 
ariicle together, because they are the latest which we have 
seen on the two sides of the controversy. Dr. Smith’s work 
is regarded as of great value by the orthodox in England; 
and Mr. Sparks’ may, we presume, be taken as a fair speci- 
men of Unitarianism; as it is understood to be much approv- 
edby men of that party. The history of these publications 
is briefly this. In the year 1812, Mr. Belsham, who since 
the death of Priestley and Lindsey has been the leader of the 
socinian party in England, published a work under the title 
“A Calm Inquiry into the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
person of Christ.”? &c. From this work a few extracts were 
made in our No. for February, for the purpose of giving our 
readers a specimen of the author’s manner. Dr. Smith, in 
his preface informs us that the plan of his Inquiry was laid 
previous to the publication of Mr. Belsham’s work. When 
it made its appearance, he was urged to draw up a reply; 
but “it appeared to him that such a reply might be best com- 
bined with the execution of his previous design.” After vari- 
ous delays owing to variety of engagements and to severe do- 
mestic afflictions, the first volume of Dr. Smith’s work was 
published in 1818, and the second in two parts in 1821. The 
author may be considered then as notonly answering Mr. B., 
but as stating in general terms the doctrine of Scr ipture con- 
cerning the much ‘agitated and important enquiry in relation 
to the person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The circumstances and occasion of Mr. Sparks’ publica- 
tion were these. Within a few years, there has been a re- 
vival, as it is commonly and very properly called, of the 
Episcopal church in the southern country. With this there 
has heen a revival of some obsolete claims and pretensions, 
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which it was not to be expected that other denominations 
would admit. in fact, the spirit of religious controversy be- 
gan, for the first time, to kindle among us. ‘The Rev. Dr. 
Hill of Winchester preached and published a sermon on min- 
ésterial Parity; aud Dr. Wyatt of Baltimore, one on the con- 
trary side of the question. Every thing indicated an ap- 
proaching controversy between those who profess essentially 
the same faith, and who had long lived in habits of peac efal 
and affectionate intercourse. ‘There were many who de- 
plored this state of things, and anticipated unhappy conse- 
quences from the approaching conflict. It was precisely in 
this juncture of affairs, that a new and unexpected combatant 
appeared in the field. At first he made some show of being 
the ally of one party. In a little time, however, he wheels 
his controversial weapon in every direction, and levels his 
blows on orthodoxy without discr imination. 

Tros Rutulsve fuat nullo discrimine habetur. 

The ruse du guerre, however, totally failed. ‘The presby- 
terians did not think that their cause needed such a defender, 
nor were they willing to admit into their camp such an ally: 
not one in tue whole connexion, we verily believe, preferred 
the interests of their party to the pure doctrines of the gos- 
pel held by them in common with the other society. And as 
for our Episcopal brethren, we conjecture that they saw 
the impolicy of disputing about the mere form and order of the 
house of God, when the very life of the common faith was as- 
saulted. But, however, this may be, the happy, although we 
dare say, unintended effect of Mr. Sparks’ publication was a 
suppression of the spirit of controversy among the members 
of the two societies, and we believe an increase of brotherly 
kindness, from which we hope for happy results. 

It is due to truth and candour to remark that we have no 
positive evidence that Mr. S. intended a stratagem; that he 
designedly seized tlhe moment when. there was a strong ex- 
citement among the Presbyterians, to make his attack on 
high-church pretensions. Certainly, however, the moment 
was favourable: and if the adaptation of the book to the pur- 
pose of promoting unitarian scutiments among presbyterians 
at that particular time was purely accidental, it is really a 
remarkable circumstance. Besides: Dr. Wyatt's publica- 
tion was a single sermon, a small pamphlet; Mr. Sparks’ m 
a respectable octavo volume. Reviewers-friendly to Mr. 5. 
represent the sermon as rather a poor thing, feeble and stale. 
Why then an array so formidable against an adversary so in- 
efficient? We cannot suppose that a man of Mr. S’s courage 







































1821.] REVIEW. 





865 


would attack a weaker than himself because assured of an easy 
victory, and merely for the sake of a triumph. These consid- 
erations induce the suspicion that Mr. S. as we said intended 
aruse du guerre—and it has failed. But let it not be sup- 
posed that we blame him on the supposition that our con- 
jectures are correct. He certainly had a right to publish, at 
any time he pleased, what tie believed to be important truth. 
We only mention the circumstance for the purpose of show- 
ing the spirit of the orthodox of different churches. However 
they may prefer their own modes of worship and forms of 
polity, they consider them as trivial matters compared with 
the great doctrines tinpugned by Socinians. And they are 
prepared to unite hearts and hi inds in defence of the essen- 
tial points of their common christianity. Like children, they 
often have little differences among themselves, but if a 
stranger intermeddle with family concerns, or touch their 
common inheritance, at once all are in a moment leagued 
against him. : 

We shall pass very rapidly over that part of Mr. S’s let- 
ters which relate to the Episcopal controversy. Not because 
we think the subject in itself unimportant, but because this 
is one of the little family differences which all brethren re- 
gard as nothing compared with the great doctrines of the 
Divinity of Christ, the atonement made by him, and justifi- 
cation by faith. 

The first letter is On the Ministry of the Episcopal Church, 
the second, On the ritual of the Church. the third On the au- 
thority of the church in controversies of faith, the fourth On the 
doctrinal character of the thirty-nine articles, the fifth Doctrine 
of the Trinity as held by the Episcopal Church, and the sixth 
contains an Exposition of certain texts of Scripture supposed 
to favour the doctrines of the Trinity. It was not to be ex- 
pected that in discussing subjects that have so often employed 
the pens and exercised the talents of learned men, the author 
should produce any thing new. The first letter contains a 
perspicuous and forcible exhibition of the evidence against 
high-church claims. With regard to the second and third 
letters it is remarkable, that, although the title page of the 
book tells that it isin reply to Dr. Wyatt’s sermon, the 
writer says, “You have omitted entirely the ritual of the, 
church, which, by many, is thought to contain things not al- 
together conformable to sc ripture, or calculated to ensure a 
holy practice.”°—I propose next to consider that part of the 
twentieth article, which asserts that ‘the church hath authori- 
ty in controversies of faith’—TVhis you entirely pass over in 
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silence.” When a controversialist undertakes to reply to 
what has been omitted and passed over in silence, he certainly 
appears tobe very intent on his work. This is one evidence 
among others that Mr. S. is by no means backward to en- 
gage in acentest. Unitarianism had just made a lodgment 
in Baltimore. Did this champion wish to let us southern 
people know that he was prepared at all points for the war? 
Bat to all this we do not object—We are friends of full and 
free discussion—and we do especially wish that the true 
character of all denominations may be thoroughly under- 
stood. 

In the observations on the subject of prayer, many of which 
are very just, it is said in the way of objection to most forms 
of prayer, that **no address should ever be publickly made to 
the Deity, in which every christian of every denomination, 
cannot cordially and devoutly join.”? ‘This we cannot admit 
in the sense of the author. ‘True; prayer is by no means a 
proper occasion for the introduction of *dogmatical theolo- 
gy or abstruse metaphysical distinctions’—But a prayer 
which would suit Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, Lu- 
therans, Presbyterians, Catholics, Sabellians, Pelagians, high 
and low Arians, and Socinians of all sorts, must be couched 
in terms so vague and general as to be utterly cold and un- 
impressive; a mere form without life and power. A man 
deeply convinced of the depravity of human nature, bewail- 
ing his own lost and sinful condition, and relying with live- 
ly confidence on the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Christ Je- 
sus, would feel bound in conscience to bring these subjects 
into his prayer—and were he the minister of an orthodox 
church he would be required by them to speak to God for 
them in the way of confession and sorrow, and thanksgiving 
for the redeeming mercy of God in Christ Jesus. An ortho- 
dox christian feels himself bound to ask for blessings in the 
name of Christ, and to ascribe equal honour to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Unitarians will say—*<but these are 
theological dogmas,” and ought not to be introduced.—But, say 
the orthodox, they are the fundamental articles of our belief; 
they are the essentials of our religion; and we cannot pray 
with a good conscience unless we pray in this manner——must 
we then violate conscience in accommodation to what we 
believe to be fatal error? Surely Unitarians cannot consist- 
ently require this of us. Besides; it is, to say the least, a 
difficult matter to frame a prayer according to this principle. 
in the endless variety of human: opinions, and the progress 
towards unbelief generally made by those who desert the 
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standards.of orthodoxy, who can say, in what modes of ex- 
pression all who call themselves christians can ‘cordially 
join?” 

These observations may serve to show the necessity, in the 

resent state of the christian world, of creeds or confessions 
of faith. In fact nu society is without them. The different 
orthodox churches all have their received interpretations of 
scripture written or oral, and worship is conducted and 
church business is managed according to them in a regular 
and uniform manner; it is also perfectly understood in the 
Unitarian societies what they do not believe, so that there is 
no danger of any offence among them by the unseasonable in- 
troduction of an article of faith or a theological dogma. Mr. 
Belsham is more consistent, we think, than Mr. Sparks. 
The former opeivy and readily acknowledges that persons 
holding sentiments so opposite as the orthodox and unitarian 
sentiments are, cannot worship in the same temple; while the 
latter, if we understand him, would have all religious service 
so generalized, and rendered so vague, that all, however dis- 
cordant their opinions, may unite init. Surely he knows 
that prayer so indeterminate would be cold and heartless, 
that worship so vague would make no impression, could 
have noinfluence. In truth, instead of enquiring with the 
solicitude which becomes a sinf::! creature, wherewith shall Ff 
come before the Lord; the creedless minister of a creedless 
people must occupy his mind with the question, how shall I 
now find expressions so. general as to give no offence to that 
person whose system of unbelieving has made the nearest 
approach to absolute infidelity? 

While, however, we are disposed to advocate the expedi- 
ency in the present state of the world, of creeds and confes- 
sions we deny the authority of the church in matters of faith 
es strenuously as Mr. Sparks. One is our master even 
Christ, and we are brethren. A church isa voluntary asso- 
ciation. It is formed expressly for the purpose of public 
worship. ‘The members of this association have a right to 
know, they ought to know one anothers opinions on those 
subjects which will be brought up, and acted on every time 
they meet. In other words, there being so many discordant 
interpretations of scripture, they who unite as members of 
the same church, ought to know how they severally under- 
stand the word of God. This in fact they do know—and this 
is their creed; it may be written or it may be oral; but it is 
their creed. And we doubt not but that actually there is a 
creed of the ‘first. independent church of Baltimore,’ as of 
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the ‘parish of St. Paul’s,’ the minister of which subscribed 
the 39 articles. But let there be nothing imposed by human 
aithority: against this we lift up both hands; this we would 
resist even unto blood. 

The objection against confessions of faith, that they cramp 
enquiry and draw men off from the scriptures is not true in 
point of fact. Who read the Bible most diligently, are 
most familiar with its sacred pages, are most active anid zeal- 
ous to promote its circulation without note or comment? We 
are willing that these questions should determine the point. 
And if our Episcopal brethren are not slothful in supporting 
Prayer-book and Homily Societies; are not Unitarians active 
in establishing associations for circulating their Books and 
Tracts? Do they think thatthe Bible is the book to pro- 
mote their peculiar views, and build up their cause? 

Besides; itis not true that free enquiry promotes hetero- 
doxy. Itseems, however, to be taken for granted that if one 
will but cast off the trammels of education and of preju- 
dice, he will of course become unitarian. Assumptions of 
this sort may have their effect on inconsiderate youth; but 
they do by no means commend a cause to grave and sober 
enquirers. 

We have nothing to obiect to the general matter of the 
fourth letter: We do think itundeniable that the articles of 
the Church of England are of that doctrinal character called 
Calvinistic; and certainly we do not disapprove of them on 
that account. Far otherwise with Mr. S. He agrees not 
with Dr. Wyatt who is xe calvinist; nor does he adopt the 
articles of the Church which are calvinistic. But having 
entered the lists with the Doctor, he seems determined first 
to put him down by showing that he mistakes or does not 
sincerely adopt the very articles of the church of which he is 
the champion; and then indirectly to give a blow to the 
church by showing that she holds an unpopular creed. Mr. 
S. carries his hostile standard over a wide extent of country: 
we doubt however whether he will make any permanent con- 
quest. At the same time we admit that he is a bold and dar- 
ing knight, and that he wields his weapon with considerable 
dexterity and force. But as to the main points in this con- 
troversy; we do believe he strikes his sword against the im- 
penetrable armour of truth, and that in the issue he will be 
discomfited, we hope led into captivity, and brought to bear 
that ‘yoke which is easy, and that burden which is lights’ 
and that disentangled from a system which seems, to us, all 
dark and comfortless to an awakened sinuer, he may at last 
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find ‘rest? from the thorny paths of controversy, and the un- 
certainties of human reason in the arms of a divine and al- 
mighty Redeemer. 

After this slight notice of the first four letters in Mr. 
Sparks’ book, we come to that part of it which is in direct 
opposition to the work of Dr. Smith which stands first at the 
head of this article. Our plan is to give as full a view, as 
the case will admit, of the contents of this book, and notice in 
passing, the opposing statements and reasonings of Mr. 
Sparks. In doing this, we shaH of course pursue the order 
of Dr. S.; but at the same time shall endeavour to do ample 
justice to the other. ‘This determination is expressed with 
some knowledge of the facility with which men mistake, and 
so* unintentionally misrepresent an opponent; and of course 
with a resolution to be on our guard. A_ wilful mis-state- 
ment in controversy we hold in utter detestation—wherein it 
differs from downright lying, we cannot perceive: As, we 
would then of course carefully avoid it ourselves, we are slow 
to suspect it in others. 

In the Introduction, Dr. Smith makes some very just ob- 
servations on ‘the duty of acquiring a correct knowledge of 
revealed truth;’? and then remarks that “the revelation of 
heaven bears on its front, as its PRIMARY AND CAPITAL 
truth the doctrine of a great DELIVERER from sin and mis- 
ery, promised under one dipensation and given under another; 
and it represents him as the founder of our faith; the light 
of the world, the Lord of glory, the Author of eternal sal- 
vation to all who obey him;” and argues, we think conclu- 
sively, that the question concerning his personis one of great 
importance. On this subject there is and has been for man 
ages, a considerable diversity of opinion: which at the pre- 
sent period forms the most momentous controversy among 
christians. ‘This circumstance increases the difficulty as 
well as the interest of the investigation. Yet the subject 
touches all the springs of life and action in our faith and 

* This has been remarkably the case with the Unitarian Miscellany, In 
three instances the Editor of this Magazine, and his work has been men- 
tioned in that Journal; and ineach particular instance the remark above 
has been exemplified. Two ofthese were noticed in our last No, In the 
Miscellany for July,p. 311, there is the following note. “Ina late num- 
ber of the Evangelical Magazine, it is stated, that English’s book is still 
read with “mischievous effect” in some parts of Virginia. The writer’s re- 
marks on the work are very just, but the entire substance of them is taken 
without acknowledgment from the preface of Professor Everett’s Defence. 
But this Magazine, as was shown in our last number, is sparing of names, 


which might induce any of its readers to look into the works of unitarians,” 


Now we have only to say that we have no recoNectjon of having ever heard 
of Professor Evevett’s Defence before. 
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practice, and of course ought to engage the attention of all 
classes of christians. But particularly it is incumbent on 
the public teachers of christianity of every denomination to 
understand well this topic and those that are most closely 
connected with it; and to have, from solid conviction, a de- 
cided sentiment upon it, satisfactory to their own minds, and 
honestly avowed to others. 

As a reason for this publication, Dr. Smith mentions 
among other things, ‘that the earlier works, valuable and 
useful as on many accounts they are, were constructed on a 
state of the controversy in a considerable degree different 
from that which it has lately assumed.? This remark de- 
serves the attention of all, and particularly of our public 
teachers, who, if they rest satisfied with former studies, will 
be found in the day of trial deplorably deficient. 

Various and we fear very just objections are then made to 
the manner in whick some authors have treated this subject: 
a censure is passed on the use of harsh and irritating lan- 
guage; and a still stronger againgt a resort to authority. 
After which the author puts in his claim to be heard, and 
thus proposes his object. 


“ The design of the following work is to present an impartial view of the 
whole evidence, full but not diffuse, compressed but not obscure or ambigu 
ous: andthe manner proposed is that which seems most agreeable to the 
natural proceeding of the mind in the search after knowledge, a careful in- 
duction, arising from the most acknowledged principles, and rendered, as 
much as possible, unobjectionable at every step. “To the spirit of dicta- 
tion: to the attempt to uphold the ark of God with unhallowed hands,” the 
writer hopes that “he will strenuously oppose himself;” desiring to be 
‘armed only with the shield of faith, and the sword of the spirit of God.” 

«After some preliminary observations, which the nature of the subject and 
the actual circumstances of the controversy seem to require, it is intended 
to trace the expectation of a great Deliverer and Author of happiness to 
mankind, from the earliest intimations upon record, through the successive 
developements of the divine purpose. In this induction, our object will 
be to ascertain, by a careful scrutinizing of the evidence as it arises, wha 
those characters were of which the union in one person, who should in due 
time be revealed to the world, would constitute him the Saviour expected, 
the Messiah. This will be one leading part of our inquiry. The other 
will be founded on the position, the admittance of which denominates a 
mana ehristian as distinguished from a Jew, a heathen, or a deist, that 
Jesus is the Messiah. Our object, in this part, will be to ascertain, by the 
game inductive process what characters are attributed to Jesus, the ac- 
knowledged Messiah or Christ, in those writings which all christians regard 
as the repository and rule of their faith. [If the conclusions at which we 
may arrive, by pursuing these separate lines of investigation, should turn 
out to be at variance with each other, we shall be assured that we have 
erred at some point of our progress, and it will be necessary to retrace our 
steps. But ifa comparison of the results thus attained by different and in 
a great measure independent, processes, should find them to be coincident; 
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we shall have the most satisfactory proof that each line of inquiry has been 
fairly conducted, and that the general conclusion resting on the whole 
body of separate yet harmonious evidence, is the verdict of truth.” 


The first chapter of Dr. S’s work is one on a subject which 
bears with decisive influence on the whole contreversy—*“the 
evidence proper to this enquiry.” Here the writer observes 
that «while Natural Theology furnishes numerous and com- 
plete arguinents to prove the existence and moral government 
of the Deity, we have no reason to expect*from the unassisted 
light of nature, even in the most favourable circumstances, 
any more than general conclusions, not capable of satisfying 
veligious principle, or the reasonable inquiries of the under- 
standing.’ This is eminently true with regard to our specu- 
lations on the nature of the Supreme Being. It is assumed by 
many that the unity of God is a clear dictate of unassisted 
reason. ‘The history of religion, however, may well render 
this doubtful; for undeniably polytheism has prevailed to a 
much wider extent than any other form of religion: and it is 
only where the light of revelation has shone that men have 
ever entertained clear and fixed opinions on the Divine 
Unity. ‘This alone might make us cautious how we ascribe 
much tothe unaided faculties of man. It is well observed by 
our author that «*we cannot reasonably doubt of the unity of 
God, in every sense in which unity is a perfection: but to the 
exact determination of that sense we are not competent. A 
manifest unity of intelligence, design, and active power, docs 
not warrant the inference that wity in all respects, without 
modification, is to be attributed to the Deity. For any thing 
that we know, or are entitled to presume, there may be a 
sense of the term unity, which implies restriction, and would 
be incompatible with all possible perfection.” p. 2. These 
observations are founded on the acknowledged truth that God 
is AN INFINITE BEING: and of course that we are not able to 
say—what is his essence or the mode of his existence. In- 
deed all objects are known to us only by their accidents or 
properties; of essences we know nothing, not even those of 
the most common objects of sense. This being undeniably 
true, Dr. Smith asks with great force, “Can it be thought 
surprising that the natural powers of man can discover noth- 
ing as to the essence and the mode of existence of the infinite 
and necessary Being? Rather, would it not be held an un- 
reasonable and incredible pretension. should any affirm that 
he had made such a discovery? ‘The imfinity of the Deity is, 
to us, an inconceivable idea: yet can it be with reason de- 
nied? The mode of knowledge in the divine mind must differ 
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from all our notions of perception, association, and intelli- 
gence; and this difference arises from its very perfection; yet 
this is a subject to us incomprehensible.”’—The application 
of these analogies, it is observed, to this profound and awful 
subject is sanctioned by scripture. Prov. xxx. 4. 

The writer goes on to say that « these remarks have been 
made with a view to shew that there is no antecedent incre- 
dibility in the supposition that the infinite and unknown es- 
sence of the Deity may comprise a plurality,—not of separate 
beings,—but of hypostases, subsistences, persons; or, since 
many wise and good men deem it safest and most becoming 
to use no specific term for this ineffable subject,—of distinc- 
tions always remembering that such distinctions alter 
not the unity of the divine nature. For any thing that 
we know or have a right to assume, this may be one of 
the wnique properties of the divine essence; a necessary part 
of that sole perfection which must include every real, every 
possible excellence; a circumstance peculiar to the Deity, and 
distinguishing the mode of his existence from that of the 
existence of all dependent beings.” pp. 3, 4. 

We have made this quotation because it appears to us to 
afford a direct answer to some of Mr. Sparks’ reasoning on 
this subject. He proposes to “enquire what grounds there 
are in the nature of the Supreme Being for attributing to 
him such strange and inconsistent preperties.”” And thus 
he thinks himself authorised to write. 


1. “The unity of God is a simple, indivisible, and perfect unity. His 
essence, substance, or nature is essentially one. It cannot be divided into 
parts. The essence or substance of God is God himself. His absolute per- 
fection consists in his being one independently of ail things else. The mo- 
ment you conceive him divided into parts, you destroy his character as God. 
But unless he be supposed to be separated into parts. how can he be said 
to exist in three persons? Or how can the word three be applied to him in 
any sense? What idea could be formed of such a being? Not that he is 
one but three. His unity would be destroyed.” Letters pp. 158--9. 





Now does not this writer assume concerning the essence of 
the Infinite and Incomprehbensible Being, what a finite mind 
cannot know? How does he know that the absolute pertec- 
tion of the Deity does consist in an unqualified unity; ina unity 
that admits of no modification? How too can he intimate that 
‘Trinitarians conceive Deity as divided into parts; or that 
they apply the term person to him in the sense in which it is 
applied to human beings? But it is entirely, as seems to us, 
on this mistake that the argument proceeds. Deny the as- 
sumption, and the reasoning is without force. But we are 
content to leave the quotations above to our readers. Let 































































them be carefully compared, and we have no anxiety about 
the result.—But Mr. Sparks proceeds. 


2. “Again, the attributes of the Deity are infinite. He has infinite 
power, knowledge, wisdom. If there were more than one such Being, 
neither of them could be the Supreme Being. God could not be the onl 
omniscient being, if any other knew as much as he: nor could he be the 
only omnipotent being if any other had as much power. If the Son and 
Holy Spirit be each ‘ very God,’ they must have the perfect attributes of 
God, and be in all respects equal. This is not impossible. There may be 
three infinitely perfect beings. But in such case, no one would be above 
or below the other; no one, more than another, could be called God on ac- 
count of any pre-eminence of character. There would indeed be three 
Gods, but not one supreme God.” Let. p. 159. 


Dr. Smith says, 


“If it be imagined that the Trinitarian doctrine maintains that one is 
three, and that three are one in the same sense and respect; or that there 
are three Supreme Beings; it must be admitted the propositions are con- 
tradictory, and that no well constituted human mind, which understands the 
terms, can receive such propositions. The first duty of the inquirer is to 
free himself from all prejudiced views of the point to be investigated: and 
certainly that must be a prejudice. and a very inexcusable prejudice, which 
opposes a sentiment under conceptions of it essentially different from the 

constant declarations of its most enlightened advocates. Can any person 
be so dull as not to perceive, or so disingenuous as not to acknowledge, the 
difference between the belief of three Gods, and the sentiment that the 
Derry, strentously maintained to be one seine, should as one of the pe- 
culiarities of his transcendent greatness and excellence, possess a three- 
fold manner of existence? Or can it rationally be regarded as any just ob- 
jection to such a sentiment, that human conception and language are con- 
fessedly inadequate to comprehend or describe it?”’ 


We do assure our readers that the work of Dr. Smith is 
dated London 1818; while that of Mr. Sparks was published 
in Baltimore in the year 1820; and that the former Is avow- 
edly in opposition to the writings of English Unitarians. We 
give this assurance, because some of our readers may suspect, 
on comparing these passages, that the English writer intend- 
ed to answer the «Independent Minister of Baltimore.’ 

‘To the conclusion derived from the observations last quot- 
ed, and others of a similar character, we think that every 
mind ought to assent, namely, ¢ that this great question must 
be decided by THE TESTIMONY OF THE SCRIPTURES ALONE, 
elicited by the acknowledged methods of rational interpre- 
tation.” Indeed it seems to us that nothing more than a bare 
annunciation of the proposition can be necessary to carry 
conviction of its truth to a sober, well disciplined mind.— 

God is inall respects an Infinite Being—the question in dis- 
pute is altogether a question respecting his infinite and incom- 
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prehensible nature, and the mode of his existence. The 
wildest attempt of human reason is, to determine that which 
confessedly is infinitely above the powers of man. And it 
appears to us to be ene of the fundamental errors of the ani- 
tarians, that they undertake, by applying what little they 
know of the very limited nature of man to the infinite and in- 
comprehensible ‘God, to settle a question concerning the 
mode of the divine existence. By pursuing a course of rea- 
soning similar to that employed by them it would be easy to 
shew that the eternity, the omniscience, the omnipresence of 
Deity are embarrassed by as great difficulties as any which 
encumber the doctrine of the Trinity. While this is the case, 
it is utterly unsafe to assume that the impossibility and ab- 
surdity of the doctrine of the ‘Trinity has been proved, and 
to approach the scriptures under the influence of this assump- 
tion. When Dr. Priestly says that if the doctrine of the 
Trinity had been found in the scriptures, it would have been 
impossible for any reasonable man to believe it, as it implies 
a contradiction which no miracles can prove; and when 
Mr. Sparks attempts to prove and verily believes, we dare 
say, that he has succeeded in proving, that it implies an ab- 
surdity, itis idle to refer us to the scriptures—What? enquire 
whether the infinitely wise God has taught us contradictions 
and absurdities! The very-idea is revolting. ‘Fhese remarks 
are made for the purpose of shewing that he who approaches 
the scriptures believing that such reasoning as that of Mr. 
Sparks’ is sound, has already prejudged the case. Receiving 
the Bible as the word of God, we do not want any higher 
evidence to convince us that any doctrine is not contained i in 
it, than demonstration that the doctrine is absurd. Hence the 
liberties taken by many unitarian interpreters with the word 
of God—hence, the utter inefficacy of the most explicit de- 
clarations of holy writ to convince Unitarians of the Divinity 
of Christ. They se comprehend the infinite God and the 
mode of his existence, as to decide that the doctrine is absurd, 
and there is anend! « But can they by searching find out 
God? Can they find out the Almighty to perfection?” 

As for us, we are convinced that, on this mysterious and 
awful subject, ¢ revelation is the only source of evidence, and 
the inspired scriptures the safe and only medium of proof.’ 
And as Dr. Smith says, ‘the next step will be to consider 
the means of eliciting the genuine meaning and intent of the 
divine oracles.’ 

































POETRY. 





STANZAS. 


Ou, Father! unto thee we fly, 
When earthly raptures lose their zest, 
When Pleasure shakes her wings on high, 
In heaven to seek her native nest; 
When vanished is the cherub guest. 
And earth cannot the void supply, 
In thy parental arms to rest, 
Oh, Father! unto thee we fly. 


When young affections are forgot, 
And Love itself hath ceased to be, 
Oh! dark indeed would be their lot, 
If they could not ascend to thee. 
From grosser love our spirits flee, 
‘to share in that which cannot die; 
From beauty—earthly beauty—free, 
Oh, Father! unto thee we fly. 


When friends on whom the heart reposed, 
To shed around a guiding ray, 

Fn bitterness their souls have closed 
Upon the light which led the way; 
When false alluring meteors play, 

‘The downward easy paths to try, 

To walk in thine unclouded day, 
®h, Father! unto thee we fly. 


The mingled cup we all must share, 
But there are some to whom the bow! 
Is doubly drugged—yet these must bear 
Their lot, and deeply drain the whole. 
How freshly heaven’s sweet waters roll, 
Their bitter draught to purify; 
And rests—how calmly rests—the soul, 
Oh, Father! when to thee they fly. 


POETRY, 


They have hewed out wnto themselves broken cisterns. 


This world that we so highly prize, 
And seek so eagerly its smile— 
What is it?—Vanity and lies;— 
A broken cistern all the while. 


Pleasure—with her delightful song, 
That charms, the unwary to beguile—- 
What is it?—the deceiver’s tongue; 
A broken cistern all the while. 


And earthly friendships, fair and gay, 
That promise much with artful wile—- 
What are they?—puff and treachery; 
A broken cistern all the while. 


Riches, that so absorb the mind 
[In anxious care, and ceaseless toil— 
What are they?—faithless as the wind; 
A broken cistern all the while. 


And what is lust, and youthful fire? 

Joy spring from these passions vile— 
What is it?——Only vain desire; 

A broken cistern all the while. 


Ambition, with her lofty theme 
Of vanquished continent and isle—- 
What is it?—but a troubled dream; 
A broken cistern all the while. 


And fame, with her recording pen, 

To blazon forth our rank and style—- 
What is it?—-to the wisest men, 

A broken cistern all the while. 


Yes-—-all are broken cisterns Lord! 
To them that wander far from Thee: 

The living stream is in Thy word, 

Thou fount of immortality! 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


( Continued from p. 275, Vol. IV.) 


To-day Capt. Best, of the Princess 
Mary, took leave of us. He has our 
warmest thanks for his attention and 
kindness. 


Orphan School Fund. 


With the approbation of the com- 
mittee, appointed for that purpose, 
the following subscripton was opened 
and circulated, 


HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 


While the friends of humanity and 
Zion, in Europe and America, are 
uniting their influence, and contri- 
buting of their substance, to melior- 
ate the condition of the wretched, 
and to give the Bible and the bless- 
ings of the Gospel to the long ne- 
glected heathen; and while many are 
sacrificing the comforts of home, and 
devoting their talents, their posses- 
sions, and their lives to the diffusion 
of the light of human knowledge and 
Divine Revelation, in the dark places 
of the earth:—we feel it to be a plea- 
sure, as well a duty, to lend our aid, 
as we have ability and opportunity, 
to promote the grand design of civil- 
izing and christianizing the natives 
of the Sandwich Islands. 
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Believing that American and Euro, 
pean residents, gentlemen of business 
from different courtries, masters and 
officers of vessels ef different flags, 
as they visit these islands, will co- 
operate in a systematic effort to pro- 
vide for the comfort and education of 
ORPHAN CHILDREN, (of whom many 
are to be found here,) by donations 
in money, or articles of trade, or the 
productions of the country or other 
substantial means of doing them 
good, 

We the undersigned, gentlemen 
from different countries, cheerfully 
agree to give to the mission establish- 
ment in these islands the donations 
annexed to our respective names, to 
constitute a SCHOOL FUND FOR OR- 
PHAN CHILDREN; and to be used by 
the missionaries for the benefit of 
such children, in training them up in 
knowledge and virtue, in the useful 
arts of civilized life, and in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion, that 
they may be grateful to their bene- 
factors, useful to their country, bless- 
ings to the world, and fitted for 
heaven. 

14, Blessed with the privileges of 
preaching and the public worship of 
God, which was attended by consi- 
derable numbers, This evening, as 
we were at tea, a petty chief, who 
was sitting in the house, stole and 
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carried off a few plates; but they 
were soon recovered by a trusty na- 
tive, to whom Boka had committed 
the care of our yard. This is the 
second instance, in which we have 
known articles to be stolen from us 
by the natives. There is as little 
danger from thieves here, as in any 
large town in Europe or America, 

15. All busy in preparing letters 
for our friends to be forwarded by 

Capt. Starbuck, who designs to leave 
us soon. All in good health and 
spirits, joyful in the smiles of Provi- 
dence, and grateful in the prospect 
of so early a communication of good 
news to anxious hearts in our native 
land. 


Departure of the LP MNele. 


i6. To-day Capt. Starbuck of the 
L’Aigle sailed. We send letters to 
the Rev. Dr. Worcester, the Rev. G. 
Burder, London,and many friends, in 
different parts of our native country 
We presented Capt, Starbuck, (w ho 
has *shewn us no small kindness,’’) 
with a copy of Obookiah; his surgeon, 
Dr. J. Williams, with. Memoirs of Har- 
riet Newell; and the mates with other 
books;—as memorials of our grati- 
tude. Wealso gave them receipts 
for forty nine dollars, contributed by 
them to the Orphan School Fund. 
Mr. Bingham dined on board the I.’- 
Aigle, sailed an hour or two out and 
back, at the captain’s polite request, 
and received a dozen of London por- 
ter, for the health of the family, and 
various other articles, as a present to 
the mission, He gave away religious 
tracts to several of the seamen, 

We cannot fail to regard the arrival 
and influence of these gentlemen, at 
a time when their friendship was 
most needed, as a kind interposition 
of Providence, the grateful remem- 
brance of which will long be cherish- 
ed with a lively sense of obligation 
to our Great Benefactor, and to the 
triends whom he raises up for. us, in 
this land of strangers and pagans. 


Heathen Superstitions. 


19. Heavy rains, sent by Him, who 
gives US a fruitful season to confound 
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the false prophets. Some of the 
priests predicted, that there would 
be no rain; and that every thing would 
dry up, in consequence of breaking 
taboo ~=—s- Butt it is a fact worthy of no 
tice, that there has been more rain 
than common, during the months, 
which constitute the dry season, 

2U. A priest and his wife were this 
afternoon led by our doorin irons, at- 
tended by an armed guard and a noisy 
crowd, to the house of the governor, 
to be tried on the charge of having 
prayed a woman to death, Mr, Bing- 
ham and Capt. Pigot went down to- 
gether, in order to witness the trial; 
but the prisoners whom they found 
seated on the Br ound, at the door of 
the governor’s house, apparently 
cheerful and unconcerned, us if they 
had intended no harm, were shortly 
sent away and confined. 

This singular, but long establish. 
ed superstitious custom of pray ing to 
death malefactors, or persons charged 
with crimes, or unknown thieves, 
when property is lost, is now contra. 
ry to law, and, we understand, the 
penalty i is idea ith. The belief, that the 
priests had power to pray any per- 
son to death, has been deeply rooted 
and universal among this people, and 
cannot be easily eradicated, But we 
hope the time is near, in which this 
magic mode of execution will be 
no longer dreaded; nor prayer be re 
garded asa bloody engine of govern. 
ment, of malice, or of priestcraft, for 
the destruction of those, who fall un- 
der the condemnation of justice or 
caprice. That many have died, 
through the influence of a belief in 
the infallible efficacy of the prayers 
of a heathen priest, we cannot doubt 
The undetected thief, learning that a 
priest had begun to pray Inm te 
death, and hearing the people speak 
ing with so much « certainty of its fs 
tal consequences, restores the lost 
property; or, if that is not in his 
power, in the full expectation of 
death, refuses to eat, pines away and 
dies. Even the great ‘l'amahamaha 
feared to have a priest get possession 
of his “spit box,” lest the priest 
should take advantage of the spittle 
to give efficacy to his prayers. A’ 
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jeast, he professed such fear and act- 
ed accordingly. ‘Uhe fact, that they 
have now a law against praying 
people to death, proves the strength 
of their superstition, even after their 
idols are abolished* 

21. Enjoyed preaching again, as 
usual on the Sabbath, from Acis xvii. 
1. 

22, Examined that part of the plain, 
where we have permission to select 
a site for our houses. To day we 
have opened a small school for child- 
‘en, which the females of the mission 
intend to instruct. Though we have 
from day to day given some atten- 
tion to teaching chiefs, men, women, 
and children, we have not till now 
organized a regular school in this 
place 


Letiers from Home. 


Our hearts have been cheered to- 


day by the arrival of Capt. Meek, of 


the brig Pedlar, from New-York,with 
letters from our friends, the Treasur- 
er of the Board, Mr, Cornelius, and 
brother A. Bingham. With what 
cagerness and bearifelt interest do 
we seize these communications from 
our much loved country; these con- 
tinued assurances of the kindness, 
prayers,and sympathies of our friends, 
whose salutations we hear, though 
we grasp not their hands:—whose 
tender thoughts we receive and en- 
joy, though we see their faces no 
more. The thrill of delight is height- 
ened by the hope of making their 
hearts glad by reciprocating good 
news from a far country. 


* This terrible superstition formerly prevail- 
ed in the Society Islands. Speaking of .the 
mproved condition of the people in these 
islands,the last Report of ithe London Mission- 
ary Society says: 

“ The second instance relates to the pretend- 
ed sorceries practised by Pomare and others. 
hese incantations were a source of perpetual 
and dreadful misery tothe people; who imagin- 
ed that, by these means, diseases and death 
could at anytime be inflicted by the sorcerer. 
Phe horrid apprehensions, which were hereby 
excited in the minds of the natives, and the 
many unjust exactions, which were thus enforce 
ed contrary to their will, it is impossible to des- 
‘ribe or enumerate. But these evils also have 
now utterly ceased.” 


24. Much gratified to day by re- 
ceiving trom the Pedlar some papers 
containing much interesting intelli- 
gence, calculated to comfort our 
hearts and strengthen our hands, 
How much good our friends, the su- 
perintendents of religious publica- 
tions, might do by sending to this 
and other missionary stations files of 
their works. We should have re- 
joiced to receive the memoirs of Mills; 
and other new publications.* This 
evening enjoyed the company of 
Japt. Meek, Capt. Pigot, and some 
other friends at tea. 

25. Prepared letters, and articles of 
clothing washed here for our friends 
at Owhyhee, and put them on board 





the brig Columbia, one of the king’s 
'vessels, which will soon sail for Ki- 
rooah, loaded with provisions, Small 
cargoes frequently go thither from 
this island, consisting of taro, poe, 
‘fish, hogs, &c. 

27. Yo day the Columbia sailed. 
This evening, while we were contriv- 
ing how we should select a little boy 
tv live in the family to be instructety 
and to help the female members of 
our families, in their domestic con- 
cerns,—a pleasant .and promising lad 
came to the side of our yard, and 
looked through the fence. Being 
asked if he wished to live with us and 
learn to work and read, he cheerfully 
answered “yes,” and was takea in oh 
trial. 

28. Sabbath. Favored with the 
privileges of public worship. Ser- 
mon-from Heb. ii.—3. How few suf- 
ficiently value and seek the great sal- 
vation. 

The brig Clarion, Capt Gyzelaar, 
arrived from Owhyhee, with a design 
to touch at Atooi before she pro. 
ceeds to the Society Islands. 


Kind attentions from Residents. 
50. Every day is marked with fa- 


vars from our divine Benefactor. This 
day has been distinguished by the 


* The Memoirs of Mills were not published 





when the Pedtar sailed, Dec. 1219, Editor. 
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number and value of presents from 


our friends and neighbours, which | 


demand our gratitude. We have to- 
day received from Mr. Allen a beau- 
tiful clothesline, made of marshmal- 
lows, which grows here in abundance; 
two bottles of goat’s milk, our daily 
supply from him; five large squashes 
from vines nearly two years old; four 
sticks of timber for a chair, (a con- 
venience which we can yet hardly 
boast,) and seven goat skins for chair 
bottoms:—From Captains Meek and 
Pigot a barrel of flour; from Captain 
Pigot a jar of peach preserves, pre- 
pared by Mrs. P. in America; from 
Mr. Green a bunch, or cluster, 
of bananas, containing from 50 to 60; 
two bundles of sweet potatoes; ten 
cabbages; from Capt. Babcock five 
fowls; from Mr. Buckley five nut- 
megs; from Mr. Hunnewell a stick of 
chair timber, difficult to be procured 
here. This evening Capt. Pigot and 
Capt. Meek, and Mr. Bingham took 
tea at Mr. Chamberlain’s, 

31. We do not intend to make a 
public record of every article of the 
multiplied favors which we receive; 
though we desire to notice them ina 
suitable manner, and often return a 
note of thanks to the donors. But 
with pleasure and gratitude we re- 
cord the presents received to day: viz. 
from Mr, Allen, two bottles of milk 
for tea and coftee; from Mr. Holmes, a 
mess of fish and.a bundle of taro; 
from Mr, Jackson a quarter of fresh 
pork, a pumpkin, and a rich water- 
melon; from Mr. Scovill and the go- 
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vernor, four sticks of sandal wood to 


aid us in furnishing ourselves with | 
chairs. 
) 


June 1. Received to-day from 
Capt. Jack, a native chief, commander | 
of the Neo, a shoulder of fresh pork, | 
and from Capt. Meek an American | 
ham, which was very acceptable.— 
Thus are we daily supplied with fresh 
provisions, with a variety of the finest 
vegetables and fruits of the island. 
Thus are we enabled to rejoice in the 
fulfilment of the gracious promise of 
an omnipotent, faithful God; T'ras¢ 
in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou 








dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
he fed.” 


pd uly 


Sabbath,4. The Master is come and 
calleth for thee, was the theme of the 
public discourse to day, to which 
numbers listened who, we fear, have 
never complied with the gracious in- 
vitation of the Gospel. Gave public 
notice of the monthly concert, and 
explained its design. 

5. Observed the concert of prayer, 
which was well attended. Some ex- 
tracts from our public instructions 
were read; and remarks were made 
on the union of prayer among Chris- 
tians, in different parts of the world. 
Found it to be a pleasant and profit- 
able season. O how would the hearts of 
God’s people in ditferent parts of the 
world rejoice, and ascend in thanks. 
giving this evening, could they know 
under what happy circumstances we 
meet, on this interesting occasion, 

6. By Captains Meek and Pigot, 
sent letters to our brethren at Owhy- 
hee, together with an application to 
the government for the use of oxen 
and horses, ‘To day our friend Capt. 
Starbuck left us again, having anchor- 
ed in the bay to obtain additional 
spars, after a successful cruise about 
the islands of 19 days; in which he 
had taken sperm oil estimated to be 
worth more than $11,000 in London. 
We were happy to say to him, “He 
that hath pity on the poor lendeth to 
the Lord, and that which he hath 
given will he pay him again.” 

By the Clarion, Capt. Gyzelaar, 
sent letters and articles of comfort to 
our two solitary brethren Whitney 
and Ruggles, at Atooi. The Clarion 
will probably proceed thence to Ota- 
heite. 

8. Thursday. Opened a singing 
school this evening to be continued 
weekly for the improvement of our- 
selves and others in sacred music.— 
Several of the white residents are de- 
sirous to learn; and we think that 
some of the natives may shortly be 
instructed in this delightful art. It 
will be pleasant toil to teach these 
late worshippers of idols to sing the 
songs of Zion. 

Sabbath,11. ‘To day the attention 
of the assembly has been directed to 
the character of that young ruler, 


twho, with respectful deportment. 






























































said to the Searcher of hearts, «What 
must [| do to inherit eternal life?” 
The affectionate and faithful, but 
heart-rending, declaration. ‘ One 
thing thou lackest,” might be ap- 
plied with truth to some young 
men, and others, who were present, 
and who,. we would ardently desire 
may be not only almost, but alto- 
gether, Christians and heirs of eter. 
nal life. 

16. Ina yard of very fine cattle, 
belonging to Mr. Marin, to Mr. 
Holmes, and to some of the chiefs, 
Mr. Chamberlain succeeded in tying 
and milking for the first time a large 
cow, though almost wild. Neither’ 
the oxen nor cows have yet been 
made profitable to the people. These 
herds feedon an extensive plain by 
day, and are inclosed in a mud wall 
yard by night. But they canand will 
le made useful, 


Letters from Kirooah, 


17. Tocty Captains Pigot and 
Meek returned from Owhyhee, with 
letters from our brethren there.— 
Brother T, writes a brief sketch of 
their mingled mercies. “The Lord 
has hitherto prospered our way far 
beyond our expectations, and we 
have every day reason to Call upon 
our souls and all that is within us, to 
nless and praise hisholy name. But 
we have need of much patience, Let 
patience have her perfect work. We 
must expect to meet difficulties and 
trials in the progress of our employ- 
ment. Hitherto these have been of 
a peculiar kind, and from sources 
little expected, when we left Ame- 
rica,” 

The ship Levant, which sailed from 
Boston shortly after our embarka- 
tion, has arrived and anchored in the 
bay, 

18. Numbers attended divine ser- 
vice to day. Capt. Cary, of the 
Levant, from Boston, via Columbia 
River, after service was introduced to 
the family. He congratuled us on our 
safe arrival, and proffered his friend- 
ship and aid. He passed the straits 
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of Le Maire about a week earlier than 
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the Thaddeus; but was detained off 
Cape Horn considerably later than 
we, by the prevalence of adverse 
winds, Had the frame of the house, 
which we left at Boston, been put on 
board the Levant, Capt. C. says he 
might have brought it with little in- 
convenience. We hope to see it ar- 
rive as soon as our heavenly Father 
shall appoint. Till then, He will 
provide us a lodging.* 

19. lo day we fix on a spot for the 
erection of our buildings Itis a pleas- 
ant situation, on the road, which 
leads eastward to Witeete, about half 
a mile from this village, in the midst 
of an extensive plain, having the open 
sea in front, and rising mountains in 
the rear. One of the three houses, 
which Soka has engaged to build for 
our accommodation, has been nearly 
raised since morning. The timber, 
small but durable, has been brought 
from 15 to 20 miles on the shoulders 
of the natives, while the oxen and 
horses look on at their ease. Since 
our arrival we have seen two or three 
hundred natives employed to drag 
one of their guns, an eighteen poun- 
der, laid into an open canoe, to the 
top of the hill back of the village, 
where they have planted two or 
three guns, directly under cover of 
which our houses will stand. 


* The reason why no application was made 
to the owners of the Levant totake out the re- 
mainder of the frame and its covermg,was, that 
this ship was bound on a circuitous voyage, and 
was to touch at the mouth of Columbia river, if 
not at another place, before visiting the islands. 
When the house was prepared, it was intended 
to be sent by the Thaddeus, and was actually 
put onboard. Butthere was not room enough 
in the vessel, besides what was occupied by the 
cargo, for articles indispensably necessary, un- 
less the frame was unladen; which was accord- 
ingly done, with the exception of small pieces, 
such as window frames, doors, &c,. 

In the course of last summer, however, all 
that had been thus detained, with many addi- 
tional articles, were sent in a ship belonging to 
Messrs. Bryant and Sturgis, who generously de- 
clined receiving any freight. They also took 
without charge, in other vessels, various articles 
designed for the comfort of the missionaries. 

Some persons who had been much at the 
islands, were of Opinion, that such a house 
would not be needed; but we have no doubt it 
will be found, should it have arrived safely. g 
very material accommodation to the mission. 
aries, 
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By the Pedlar, Capt. Meek, we! ble fish-pond, which affords him fre- 
sent letters to our brethren at Atooi; | quent supplies; and a yard contain- 
also to the late governor of Kam- | ing a Kamschatka cow, several sheep, 
schatka, by Mr. Clark, a passenger. | and about 300 goats, from which we 

21. We find the need of female!are constantly supplied with milk. 
help in the family, which is not easy | His eating house is large and com- 
to be obtained. ‘Took into the fa-| modious, where he sets an American 
mily to day an untutored native fe-| table for several boarders, and where 
male to assist in the domestic con-| our dimmer was served up in the best 
cerns, and to be instructed in the order. His sleeping house, where 
best things. Some of the native’ we were accommodated with com- 
women come every week, to be in-!fortable seats, and where, towards 
structed and assisted in making gar-| evening, we had our coffee served 
ments for themselves, in the Euro-| round, is a pattern of neatness He 
pean fashion. The female children | is very friendly to us, and to the ob- 
in the school are taught the use of! jects of our mission; bestows on us 
the needle, and the rudiments of]! many little favors; subscribed 15 dol- 
the English language. We hope that |lars to the orphan school fund; and 
ere long some will be so trained, as| offers to build a school-house at 
to be not only valuable help, but|his own expence, if we will have a 
pleasant society, and ornaments of | school near his residence, which is 
the cause, in which we are engaged. | about two miles from this place, He 
iis much respected, and generally 
| visited by gentlemen, who call at this 
‘island. We cannot but consider our- 
| selves happy in finding such a neigh- 
tion from Mr. Allen of Witeete, all |?" Under. a serene ay, and: a pas 
our family in this place visited bisi ae ee at ps " 
establishment and dined and supped | eres Ma SBGty 8 Our DAD STOR 

because the Lord sustained us 


athis table. Heisan American black,| “377°. ‘ . 
formerly from Schenectady, N. Y,; 24. To day Mr. Anderson, one of 
has resided a considerable time in| CU" neighbors, called with a desire 
these islands; and lives in good style, te bag bled, and his wishes were gra- 
for this country. He has a native tified, We have repeated applica- 
female for a wife, whom the female | "°"S for medical aid; and We) Cas 
members of our mission have made | Poco the need of another physi- 
some efforts to teach and clothe,— |e ot the Lord ha provide. 
and two interesting children, whom | r c healt i oak en ‘toma ) has been 
he desired to have baptised and ine | onderfully preserved, through the 


r 


Excursion to Witeete. 


23. In compliance with an invita- 








structed. One of them he is now 
teaching to read. He possesses con- 


siderable land, which he holds under | 


the ex-high priest Havahava; has 
about a dozen houses tn his enclosure; 
a good well, which is almost the only 
one in the islands; a garden distin- 
guished for a hill of squashes planted 
nearly two years since, and now 


bearing the fifth crop, which will it- | 
self probably make a good waggon | 


load, the vines having spread over 


changes of climate and country, and 
| through the hardships of the voyage 
and our new situation. The pestil- 
| ence that walketh in darkness, and 
| the destruction that wasteth at noon 
day, have not yet been commissioned 


'to smite us. 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


LETTER FROM GEORGE PRINCE Ti- 
MOREE TO THE REY. DR. 


WORCESTER, 


eight or ten square rods ou: the rich- | 


est ground, taking root continually 
as they advance, and growing with 
such exuberance, that itis difficult to 
mass through them. He hasa valua- 


Atooi, July 27, 1820, 
Dear Friend, 
I have now an opportunity to write, 
which IJ shall improve, as they do net 
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very often occur. I have not any 
thing very particular to write, only to 
express the gratitude I feel toward 
you andthe benevolent Society,which 
was of so much benefit to me. My 
regard for your kindness can only be 
expressed by protecting these ser- 
vants of yours now in our kingdom. 
Such care shall be taken of these 
friends, as I trust will be approved of 
by you. Truly it is a blessing to this 
benighted land; and unto the board 
our grateful hearts we pour, 

I feel very happy myself to have 
their society. I feel almost in Ameri- 
ca, and could [ render any assistance, 
it would be with the greatest plea- 
sure. 

My father is much pleased with 
their being here. He is willing to 
do all he can for them; to give them 
as much land, as they wish to have, 
and furnish them with such articles 
of provision as they may stand in need 
of. He says, that all that he wants is, 
to have them teach his people, and 
not behave like bad white men. 

I am requested by my father to 
send to you fora minister and several 
mechanics:—house and ship carpen- 
ters, cabinet-makers, and with the 
rest a farmer, and a good sawmill.— 
These my father is very anxious to 
have. ‘The mill we shall expect to 
pay for when received. And a good 


physician; one that is capable of 


doing his duty. The expenses I ex- 
pect to pay myself, and support those 
you send, 

I hope you will permit me te choose 
some particular frrends, For the 
minister I choose Mr. Stone.* 

As I have many letters to write, I 
must have them short, I can’t close 
this, however, without expressing my 
greatest gratitude to you, and my 
American friends, Could I visit your 
shore again, it would be with the 
greatest pleasure, But as it is uncer- 


* The Rev. Timothy Stone, of Cornwall, with 
whom George was weli acquainted during his 
residence there. He proceeds to select a cabinet 
maker, and a farmer; but it seems not altogether 
muper to brite their games before the public. 

Editor. 


tain, } again bid you farewell, G. P. 
‘TAMOREE. 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, D,D. 


P. S. Iam in need of a number of 
books. If you would be so kind as 
to send some out by the first oppor- 
tunity, | would satisfy you for them, 
letting me know the expenses. You 
may get such as you think may be 
useful to me; and as many as you 
please. 

Yours, G. P. T. 


Atooi, August 3d, 1820. 
Dear Friend, 
Arren [ had closed my letter to you, 
my father sent word to me, to re- 
quest you to send him aman that 
could make powder. If you will be 
so kind as to take notice of it, he will 
be much obliged to you. Ali that 
you send he will expect to support, 
in every article whatever. Your 
obedient servant, 
G. P. TAMOREE. 
Rev. S. Worcester, DD. 


Extract of a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Dagget, principal 
of the Foreign Mission 
School, to the Treasurer. 


letters from the Sandwich Isles. Ta- 
moree, (George,) writes well. He 
much laments the defection of 
Tennooe; but says, “Thomas and 
Juhn are yet good fellowst—they 
love and serve their Maker.” George 








} Sandwich slander now at the schonl. 


expresses much friendship to the 
mission, and writes in the most grate- 
ful terms to me for my counsels and 
admonitions, which “he hopes will 
not be in vain.” He ‘*hopes the 
time is not very distant, when he 
shall be an ardent follower of Christ, 
&c.”” I have a letter written to me 
by his brother Ka-ka-ree, who had 
then been for a short time, under the 


+ This is said ina letter to Kummo-oo-lh, 2 








“T have received the package of 
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instruction of Mr. Ruggles. It isa 
curiosity.” 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN OF ATOOI 
TO THE MOTHER OP MRS. WHITNEY. 


Atooi, July 29, 1820. 
Dear Friend, 

I thank you for sending your daugh- 
ter here. She no your daughter now; 
she mine. I take good care of her. 
She live with me; she die here. I very 
glad your daughter come here. She 
learn me to read and sew. By and 
by she talk same I do; and tell me 
about God. Your friend, 

CHARLOTTE TAPOOLEE. 

Queen of Atooi. 
(To be continued ) 


SS ee 


Report of the state of Religion 
in the Congregational Church- 
es in Connecticut, 182i. 


‘Tue Committee appointed to com- 
pile an abstract from the reports of 
the several district associations on 
the state of religion, within the limits 
of the General Association of Con- 
necticut, and the several ecclesiasti- 
cal bodies connected with it, respect- 
fully submit the following 


REPORT: 





There arein this State 207 Con- | 
gregational churches and societies; a: 


the wide spread waste around them, 
soon expanded over the whole town, 
reached the neighbouring villages, 
overshadowed counties and is now 
making its progress to the utmost 
borders, resting over us in majesty 
and mercy. 

In attempting to discover the im- 
mediate causes of this remarkable 
awakening, in the special efforts of 
ministers and christians, we were 
stopped and baffled. The members 
of the last general Association re- 
turned to their respective charges 
disheartened and fearful. Whilst we 
were pondering on the forsaken and 
drooping state of our Zion, and at a 
loss what should be done to regain the 
presence of our grieved and injured 
Lord, suddenly he was in the midst 
of us. We are therefore to recount 
with adoring gratitude, the fruits of 
his sovereign and gracious presence 
rather than to boast of the efforts of 
human action. 

Among the characteristics of this 
revival we deem it important to no- 
tice in the 

First place, its unity. It is the 
same in the country as in the citv— 
in the district school as in the col- 
lege, and among the aged and the 
young, the moral and amiable, the 
vicious and violent, the speculative 
believer, the formal professor and the 
infidel. <A description of one con- 
version or of one parish is, with afew 
unimportant variations, a description 
ofall. So entire is the unity and 
sameness of the operations of the 
Spirit in this awakening. that minis- 
ters from different towns entered im- 


very large proportion of which are | mediately into the work in places 
at present supplied with regular pas-| where they were strangers, without 


tors—Upon 84 of these, God has, dur- , 
ing the past year, poured out his. 
spirit, and hopefully translated about 
5000 souls out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. This abundant 


shower of-divine grace began to des-' 


cend nearly a yearago Some of the 
first drops of which, fell upon the 
favoured city of New-Haven. The 
cloud which was at first no bigger 


than a man’s hand, shading and re- ' 


embarrassment to themselves or de- 
triment to the awakened. There is 


‘therefore a remarkable oneness 


among the new converts. Their 
hearts answer each to the other, as in 
water, face answereth to face. Such 
perfect sympathy produces strong 
confidence and love, and has led to 


‘that harmony and facility of planning 


and executing which has given sta- 
bility and continuance to the revivals 


freshing the souls of a few christians where they have begun and is spread- 


mourning their own barrenness, and | ing them where they are not. 
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Secondly, its power and rapidity. 
So powerful and overawing is the 
presence of God in this work, that no 
combined, and but little individual 
opposition has appeared. Those who 
have not been directly influenced, 
have looked on with astonishment 
and awe. Many have beheld their 
nearest and dearest relations their 
neighbours and companions pass from 
death to life with a peculiarly touch- 
ing expression of sadness in their 
countenances because they were 
passed by. Among the most remark- 
able cases of conversion, were a very 
small number who at the first with 
singular hardihood and impiety ei- 
ther furiously opposed or scornfully 
ridiculed the awakening. ‘Their con- 
viction was sharp and their distress 
terrible. In the great majority of 
the converts conviction speedily en- 
sued awakening, and their conviction 
of sin rapidly increased in intense- 
ness. The most of them continued 
but a short time under that awful 
distress which accompanies convic- 
tion. So powerful and rapid were 
the operations of the spirit, that in 
very many instances the naked state- 
ment of divine truth, without argu- 
ment to enforce, or illustration to 
explain it, took immediate effect. 
The doctrines of the gospel came 
to them in the demonstration of the 
spirit and with power. 

Thirdly, its purity. We have not 
heard of disorder or violence. Not- 
withstanding the great diversity of 
age, natural temperament and edu- 
cation of the awakened and the fre- 
quent and crowded meetings, no tu- 
mult or outcry has occurred. Though 
the streets and highways were lined 
with the multitudes going to the 
house of prayer, or to the room of 
the anxious meeting, the convicted 
were silent and the converted serene. 
Chey have been universally docile to 
their ministers and submitted to their 
guidance as the sheep to their shep- 
herd. Intelligence has given wis- 
dom to zeal, and temperance to 
strong emotion. The awakened and 
convicted have been exempt from 
groundless terrors, and the convert- 
ed from fanciful joys. God was ter- 
49 
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rible to the former because he is ho- 
ly not because he is vengeful; and 
God was lovely to the latter, because 
he is holy, not merely because he is 
conceived to be reconciled to them. 
The more deeply their hearts have 
been affected either by distress or 
joy, the more vigorously they have 
searched the scriptures; and the ac- 
quisitions of divine knowledge rather 
preceded than followed the move- 
ments of their affections. 

Fourthly, its continuance. The 
subjects of the work do not as yet 
appear to decline from that warmth 
of gracious affection and energy of 
desire for larger measures of knowl- 
edge and grace which they exhibited 
at the time of their hopeful conver- 
sion. Although new conversions are 
by no means so frequent in those 
places where the awakening is of 
some months duration, yet in most of 
them, if not all, new instances of con- 
viction continue to occur. Almost 
every day is also bringing to us the 
joyful tidings that one after another 
of our parishes, is beginning to par- 
take of this copious effusion of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Fifthly, its influence in elevating 
the christian character both of min- 
isters and churches. Ministers have 
preached plainly and boldly. Their 
faithfulness however, has been with. 
out asperity, and their courage has 
been joined with meekness. 

They have spoken the truth in 
love. Anxious sinners have repaired 
to their pastors with a freedom and 
opened their hearts to them with a 
confidence hitherto unknown among 
us. We feel ourselves authorised to 
declare, not for the purpose of exalt- 
ing our brethren, but to honour the 
power and grace of our blessed 
ord and Master, that never have we 
beheld such an unction from the 
Holy-one in the prayers, sermons, 
temper and deportment of our minis- 
ters. They have laboured abund- 
antly, and have been uncommonly 
strengthened and supported to en- 
dure extraordinary exertions. The 
ministers of the state at the present 
time, are united in sentiment, and 
their hearts are knit together in love 
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Private christians also have been, 
excited to more openness and decis- | 
ion, They have promptly and hear- | 
tily seconded the efferts of their pas- 
tors. They have possessed a re- 
markable spirit of prayer, Feeling 
the absolute dependence of both 
saints and sinners, on the sovereign 
agency of God the spirit, they im- 
plored his presence with the sim- 
plicity of little children. <A sense of 
the efficacy of prayer has existed in 
a speciat degree and is still increas- 
ing. They are investigating this sub- 
ject with an ardor which we have 
never hitherto known. Churches 
have also felt a solicitude for their 
sister churches; not content with 
barren wishes for their welfare,. they 
have visited each other, to go togeth- 
er to pray before the Lord and to 
talk of the things of bis kingdom. 
They have spoken often, one to 
another and the Lord has hearkened 
and heard 

This awakening has given a new 
impulse to all the operations of 
christian benevolence in our state. 
New hopes are prompting new un- 
dertakings, and expectation is awake, 

Yale College has also partaken of 
the specialipresence and mercy of tlre 





Gre at Redeemer, Of the youth there, 


about 40 have recently been hope- 
fully converted, and 20 of these have 
been received into the church; 
ing the whole number of the mem- 
bers of the church, between 90 and 
100. 

This institution may be regarded 
as in a highly flourishing state; its 
numbers exceeding those of any for- 
mer period: and the patrons of the 
Education Society must be gratified | 
to learn that while they are prepar- | 
ing the best means of diffusing the | 


mak- 


gospel, they are also, through “their | 


beneficiaries, exerting a most benign | 
influence on the state of religion, in 
s0 important a seat of learning. 

The foreign mission school in Corn- 
wall continues to flourish, and several 
of the heathen youth there have re- 
cently given evidence of their hope- 
ful conversion. 

Finally, brethren, the days of 1740 
have returned with brighter lustre. 
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There remain amongst us here and 
there, a Simeon and an Anna of that 
glorious d: iv, who have waited from 
‘that time to this for the consolation 
‘of Israel, The hourhas come. They 
are giving a rapid and exulting 
glance at the flying clouds and hast- 
ening away to carry the glad tidings 
to the upper world. Brethren! 
where are your harps? Shout, Oh! 
pee a a of Zion. Sing anew song. 
The Lord hath triumphed glori- 
too 

From the General Association of 
Mass. we learn that the line between 
those who build their hopes of salva- 
tion on the atonement of the God in- 
carnate, and those who deny the 
Lord that bought them, is more dis- 
tinctly drawn, and this fact may ac- 
count tor the app: irent increase of the 
numbers, and efforts of the abettors 
ofa most dangerous error. 

From the repert of this body it ap- 
pears that members of churches in 
their communion have been blessed 
with special revivals of religion and 
that the churches in general with 
their ministers are more closely con- 
nected in the bonds of christian fel- 
lowship. 

The benevolent efforts of this body 
of christians, deservedly distinguished 
for their liberality, appear to have 
suffered no diminution, but rather 
i have been augmented, 
| From the General Assembly N.H 
I we receive the pleasing intelligence 

that the cause of evangelical truth is 
gaining ground, that there is an in- 
jer ased attention to religious insti- 
| tutions, that the waste places are re- 
| building, and that anumber of their 
congregations have been favoured 
with the effusions of the Spirit. 

While the churches in Vermont 
are rejoicing in the happy effects oi 
| former revivals and the more recent 

visitation of divine grace upon a few 
of their members they are mourning 
the absence of the Spirit jn his con- 
victing and converting influence from 
most of their congregations, 

From Rhode-Island we learn that 
all the eastern part of the state has 
been visited by a gracious revival otf 
religion in the course of the year 
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1820. Very many have been raised; prived of its regular ministrations; 


from the death of sin to a life of ho- 
liness. 
been enlarged with an increase of 
members. 
have been unusually great. 


that the Lord of the harvest has 


Most of their churches have | smiled upon our common exertions 


and seemed to recognize us as labor- 


Yo some, the additions} ers, accepted in his vineyard, (the 
| church) and that amid the pressing 


In al! their congregations, stated | embarrassments of these times, the 


prayer meetings have been regularly | 


attended; and have been seasons of 
refreshment and enjoyment to be- 
lievers. Sabbath schools have also 


spirit of our institution is unbroken, 
and its zeal as firm and liberal as ev- 
er. The state of the funds will be 
seen by the treasurer’s account which 


obtained an universal establishment | is annexed to this report. - 


among them; and the experience of 
anumber of years has fully proved 
that they are of great utility. 





Your Directors, finding themselves 
unable to make immediate appropri- 


Some, | alions of the money on hand, in ac- 


who commenced as scholars have | complishing the designs to which it 


are now teachers of others. 


been subjects of divine grace, and | 


was consecrated, and unwilling that 


it should remain unproductive, came 


3rown University at Providence, | to a resolution in January last, to in- 


has been visited by the special influ- 


vest the greater part of the amount 


ences of the Holy Spirit and 30 of;in the hands of your treasurer, in 


the students have become the hope. 
ful subjects of the grace of eternal 
adi 

life. 


Third Annual Report of the 
Young Men's MWissiona i" So- 
clety of Richmond. Preseni 
ed ta Society at the Anni- 
versary Meeting, on FWed- 
nesday, May, 9, 1821. 


! 


« 
az 
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‘Che Directors of the Young Men’s 
Missionary Society of Riclimond, 
present to their constituents, the re- 
port of their operations during the 
last year. In taking this retrospect 
of the Society’s exertions, we find 
much that is gratifying to us, and 


|some secure 





must be gratifying to every christian 
heart; yet we find much that occa- 
sions regret. We lament that we 
have not been able, urgent as are the 
religious wants of our state, to pro- 
cure Missionaries to the extent of our 
means for employing them; and that 
the resources of the Society are 
mainly unexpended. Yet we rejoice 
that Providence has enabled us to do 








something; that several devoted men 
have gone forth under the auspices 
of this Society, bearing the blessings 








of the gospel to those who are de- 


and profitable way. 
Sich use has been made of it. The 
Society must deplore the necessity 
that has compelled them to take this 
step. We lament that the want of 
devoted and well trained ministers 
among us is so urgent; that so few 
among the pious and gifted youth of 
our country are willing to consecrate 
their lives, and labours, and talents 
to the Lord that bought them. We 
lament also, that when this willing- 
ness is found, the means to enable 
them to prosecute a course of thor- 
ough discipline are so limited and 
feeble. To every association that 
sets up the enlargement of these 
means as the object ofits efforts, this 
society addresses its most cordial, 
“God speed,” And we pray that 
the great Head of the Church, will 
raise up and qualify and send forth. 
more laborers into his harvest. What 
the society has been enabled to do 
during the past year, will be seen by 
presenting a few extracts from the 
reports of the Missionaries, who have 
laboured in itsemployment. In Jan- 
uary 1820, Mr. James B. Stafford was 
commissioned for four months. The 
count klin, Henry, Patrick, 
were designated as 
rs. The society 
ted with, his report 
th April. We are 
gable to say that we 
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believe Mr. Stafford has done much 
good, Many who seldom heard the 
gospel preached, heard it from him 
with attention and gratitude; many 
of the pious who had long been de- 
prived of stated preaching, seemed to 
revive under his ministrations; a good 
many Sabbath schools have been or- 
ganized under his superintendence, 
and several churches have been built. 
In stating the result of the whole 
mission, Mr. S. observes: —“In Frank- 
jin I preached 31 times; in Patrick 
12; in Henry 4; in Pittsylvania 18; in 
Leeksville, (N.C.) once, and once in 
Halifax—In all 67 times. The num- 
ber that generally attended my ap- 
pointments was encouraging, and 
the people generally heard the word 
with eager and solemn attention.” 
«Established in all, 13 Sunday schools, 
in which there are 426 scholars and 
68 teachers—and made arrangements 
for establishing 6 others—some of 
which I have no doubt are now in op- 
eration. Sunday schools are spread- 
ing rapidly all over this country. The 
people generally are much pleased 
with the plan. The schools that I 
have established, are mostly in a 
flourishing condition, and promise to 
be a lasting benefit to the country.” 
Of the state of society of these and 
the adjoining counties, Mr. S. pre- 
sents the following account:—“The 
Sabbath is merely a nominal thing; 
even professors of religion pay but 
little regard to it. This is the day 
for sporting, visiting, &c, Astonish- 


ing ignorance prevails, especially on, 


the subject of religion, Many of the 
people cannot read, and books are re- 
tee ct scarce. Many families are 
destitute even of the word of life.” 
Mr, Stafford was engaged in June to 
itinerate one month, in the counties 
of Henrico and Goochland, Extracts 
from his report follow: 

Friday, June 23, preached at Deep 
Run church to a respectable congre- 
gation. The word apparently had 
some good effect. The Auda school 
formed here last sug : ; 
believed, been instru 
much good. The ye 
bourhood were in sOmtme 
straincd from vice on” Tie 





and induced to cultivate their -minds - 
and improve their hearts. Ong ynan 
who has a family of 6 or 7 children, 
was persuaded to become a scholar. 
During the short time the school 
continued there last summer, he 
learned to readin the Bible tolerably 
well, He now says, that he would 
not take five hundred dollars, for the 
benefit he received from the Sunday 
school,—7th Jnly, preached at Dover 
meeting-house, to a very large con- 
gregation. ‘There was much good 
order and serious attention. The 
Sunday school formed here last 
month prospers. <A good number of 
poor children have become. scholars. 
Some of their parents declared at the 
commencement of the school that 
they would never disgrace their 
children by sending them toit. They 
are now much pleased and express 
their gratitude for such an opportu- 
nity to educate their children. ‘The 
teachers and the scholars are delight- 
ed with the Institution, and I have 
no doubt but it will prosper, and be 
the means of doing much good.” 
Some days after, Mr. S. writes in his 


journal, “Heard this morning from 


Dover Sunday school. <A great con- 
course of people met there last Sun- 
day merely to attend the school. 
They are all alive on the subject.” 
In the course of this short mission 
Mr. Stafford established four Sunday 
schools, and preached twenty-one 
sermons. “My appointments,” he 
remarks. “were generally well at- 
tended to. The people heard the 
word with devout and solemn atten- 
tion, and sometimes it seemed to be 
quick and powerful? Under my min 
istry, sinners sometimes seemed to 
tremble, and christians to be animat- 
ed in the cause of the Saviour.” In 
this and the other missions he has 
performed under our direction, Mr. 
S. makes grateful mention of the 
kindness and cordiality of the people 
among whom he laboured. On the 
26th, of July, W. H. Foote entered 
the service of the Society as a mis- 
sionary to the counties of Culpeper, 


-} Orange, and Madison. His mission 


ground was changed however for rea- 
sons honourable to himself and the 






























































* three months. Mf. Foote speaks of 
his labours in the following manner; 
‘After visiting the counties mention- 
ed in his commission, and not finding 
the prospect upon the whole as in- 
teresting as was hoped, your mission- 
ary visited the county of Nelson and 
that part of Albemarle immediately 
adjoining, preaching in the Cove con- 
eregation, then vacant by the death 


of Mr. Robertsan—--in the bounds of 


the old Rockfish congregation, and in 
various places in Nelson county. 
“The people heard with attention 
and were anxious to retain your mis- 
sionary, After once more passing 
through Orange and Madison, fulfil- 
ling various appointments, and taking 
into consideration the 
the different grounds, your mission- 
ary, by the advice of some brethren 
ofthe ministry, determined to give 
his labours to the county of Nelson 
and the part of Albemarle immedi- 
ately adjoining. The grouud might 
really be said to be destitute, and in 
need of the preached gospel, and 
what was more interesting, they 
scemed to be sensible of it, in 
a good degree, and anxious to be in- 
structed,” ‘It has been observed 
that the counties of Orange and Mad- 
ison did not present prospects as fa- 
vorable as had been expected. This 
observation does not imply censure. 
fn many places there was a visible 
anxiety about the concerns of the 
soul, and some neighbourhoods were 
really interesting as preaching pla- 
ces; and in general there was ex- 
pressed a determination to have the 
preached gospel. But in addition to 
the Baptist preachers who are pretty 
numerous, and some Methodist breth- 
ren, there was at that time a preach- 
er of the Episcopal order upon the 
point of locating in the parts whica 
it was most desirable to occupy. Al- 
though this section was the one orig- 
inally designed to be occupied, it 
was thought improper to divert the 
attention of the people, already in a 
manner engaged, and leave so wid 
an extent of country mmsupplied, 
lay open in Nelson amg Albemarle.” 
“As to the success of his labour 
your missionary cannot say as much 
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Society. He was employed nearly ,as could be wished. He cannot tell 
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of numbers converted under his 
preaching, as has been the blessed 
lot of some missionaries in the valley. 
But he has had the pleasure of be- 
holding the joy of christians, receiv- 
ing the word with gladness, to whom 
it was as showers upon the dry and 
thirsty earth; and the solemm atten- 
tion of others, many of whom were 
young.” «Since the meeting of Sy- 
nod, at which time the commission of 
the Society expired, yielding to the 
solicitations of the people, among 
whom the labours of the mission 
were spent, I have agreed under the 
protection of Providénce, to labour 
in the same bounds; a subscription 
for support having been promptly 
raised.” 

The reflection must be highly gra- 
tifying to every member of this So- 
ciety, that he has been instrumental 
in thus extending the benefits of a 
stated ministry, and in giving a 
preacher of the gospel to a people 
who might otherwise have wandered 
for a long time as sheep having no 
shepherd! Our Association is accom- 
plishing one of the great designs, it 
will ever keep sight of, when it aids 
destitute congregationsyin procuring 
for themselves spibitunl teachers,— 
Mr. Stafford was again commissioned 
on the 9th of August, to labour in the 
counties of Amherst, Nelson, and Al- 
bemarle. He continued undcr our 
direction six weeks. The part of the 
country in which he laboured, Mr, S. 
represents as being deplorably desti- 
tute of religious privileges. “ Many 
neighbourhoods scarcely ever hear a 
sermon. The spirit of infidelity is 
very prevalent. Vice and dissipation 
are destroying their tens of thous- 
ands, When I view this country, 
I can but think of the declaration 
of our Saviour, “ wide is the gate 


and broad is the way that leadeth 


to destruction, and many there be 
tha A t!” Mr. S, in the 
ission preached 
“ The con- 
ports “are res- 
on week ap- 
to to 40 attend- 
ths I had always 
tions. The people 
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in general heard with solemn at- 
tention. On many occasions I could 
see depicted on the countenances of 
individuals, a deep solicitude about 
their salvation. Some, especially of 
the young, who seem to be the only 
hope of this country, frequently wept 
much under the sound of the gospel, 
Wherever | preached several times, 
an increased attention and solicitude 
about the things of salvation was ma 
nifested. The number of hearers be- 
came greater, their attention more 
fixed and solemn, and they expressed 
more and more anxiety that my la- 
bours should be continued among 
them.” Mr. TF. Caldwell accepted a 
commission from the managers in Feb- 
ruary last, to labour as a missionary 
in Dinwiddie and Brunswick coun- 
ties, for the space of three months. 
His term of service has not yet ex-| 
pired. The directors have lately en- | 
gaged Mr. James Baber from the| 
Theological Institution in Princeton, 
who is expected shortly to commence 
his missionary labours in this state. 
The Managers in reviewing the 
labours of their missionaries during 
the past year, are happy in being | 
able to say that they believe the pure 
gospel has been preached to multi- 
tudes that hear it but seldom. How 
far the sealing influences of the Holy 
Spirit have attended the word preach- 
ed, they cannot tell. Yet their hopes 
are cheered, remembering the pro- 
mise of our risen Lord to the first 
missionaries of the cross, “Lo Iam 
with you always,” Impenitent men 
have trembled at the denunciations of 
Heaven against transgressors; many 
have roused up to enquiry about the 
things that concern their eternal safe- 
ty, and a large number of the pious 
in various parts of our state, have 
blessed the charity that sent them a 
precious reliefin the midst of their 
spiritual famine, These things are 
our rejoicing; and while successes of 
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by the Board, an object of vast im 
portance; and itis with peculiar plea” 
sure, that they have seen so many in 
different sections of the country, 
planted and flourishing under the 
auspices of this Society. Many of 
them are located in parts of the coun- 
try where the other means of religious 
instruction are few and feeble. The 
hopes of the church rest upon the 
young, and to them should a large 
share of its regards and exertions be 
given. There is something in the 
hardihood of grey headed guilt, that 
is deadening to the efforts of char ity; 
but to the young she turns with 
brighter and more confident hopes, 
and it is often that her dearest wishes 
are gratified, Missionary experience 
in every purt of the world, has abun- 


|dantly proved, that no means so cer- 


tainly and ¢ ffectual ly advance the in- 
terests and the influence of true piety 
as the labours bestewed upon youth, 
Che Schools organised by our mis- 
sionaries are generally ima prosper- 
ous state; and are exerting a silent but 
powerful influence on the order, the 
morality, and the piety of their neigh- 
bourhoods, We pray that all who 
labour in the government and instruc- 
tion of them may be blessed witha 
persevering and devoted spirit— 
knowing that they shall reap if they 
faint not—and that the children they 
teach may be trained up to the knowl- 
edge, the obedience, and the love of 
God. 

Aid has been received, as will be 
seen by referring to the Treasurer’s 
account, from Auxilliary Societies,and 
although it has not been so extensive 
as in times past, there is not the less 
reason for grateful acknowledge- 
ments to those who in the present 
times do not withhold what they find 
themselves able to bestow. 

One object of utility had in view at 
the organization of this society was, by 
extending its influence into the coun- 
try, to excite an interest among the 


ur | young men there, in favor of bene- 


volent exe rtion. It is well known 


Wthat good is generally received by 


those ogee in doing good. In 
this hape 


society has not been 
















































appointed, The activity and zeal 
f members in the country deserve 
the thanks of the managers, and the 
approbation of the society; and we 
are sure that what is so well merited 
will be with most hearty good will 
bestowed. Notwithstanding the ef- 
forts that are making by various de- 
nominations of Christians, to melior- 
ate the religious condition of our 
country, many, very many still are, 
and there is reason to fear, will long 
continue to be, destitute of the re- 
gular ministrations of the Gospel. In 
some parts of the state, considerable 
tracts of country are wholly without 
the ordinary means of spiritual im- 
provement; and rasan tog the sab- 
bath from other days only by cessa- 
tion from labour, and leisure for 
amusements. 

While, then, there are thousands 
who neither hear nor regard the, 
warnings of the Divine law; and know 
not the hopes and consolations of the 
gospel; while so deep a spiritual dark- 
ness broods over our country, and 
such numbers live without the re- 
straintsor the enjoyments of religion; 
and while the laws of the land re- 
ceive no support from its sanctions, 
and the passions of man are uncon- 
trolled by its power; and while in 
many places virtue languishes for 
want of its strongest stimulus, and 
vice triumphs, beeatise in casting off 
the fear of God it is freed from its 
most powerful check: while there are 
poor who are untaught, and afHlicted 
without consolation, and many with- 
out the visits of mercy and the joys 
of salvation, The Young Men’s Mis. 
sionary Society of Richmond, will not, 
innocently, relax its efforts. 

Before concluding their report 
your managers will vindicate the in- 
stitution from a mistake or misrepre- 
sentation that has gone forth about it. 
What we allude to, is the belief pre- 
valent in some parts of the state, that 
this suciety puts forth its influence 
and its exertions not so much for ex- 
tending the common salvation, as for 
increasing the numbe : 
ing the interests or 4 
missionary we emplo 
structions given him *° 
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disputes. Make no attempts to gaix 
proselytes from other denominations.— 
Let it every where be seen that your 
great design is to make Christians,”’ 
The spirit that originated and actu- 
ates our association, is a catholick 
spirit; and the object that it will ever 
keep in view, is the increase of chris- 
tian knowledge and christian prac. 
tice. While we believe the salva- 
tion of the soul is of such unspeak- 
able importance, and that eternal 
banishment from the bliss of God’s 
presence is a thing of such tremend- 
ous import as the Bible tells us, all 
sectarian interests shall sink beneath 
our notice, In giving back the trust 
reposed in their hands, the Directors 
would remind their brethren, that 
ours are not solitary labours, in the 
broad field of missions: that in various 
countries, and climes, and languages, 
agoodly fellowship” from among the 
servants of our common Lord, are 
joined with us. The missionary cause 
in every quarter of the globe is mov- 
ing onward with the most cheering 
successes. Grand and glorious as its 
recent triumphs have been, we be- 
lieve these triumphs shall rise yet 
higher. For God’s providence is as 
powerful as his promise is unfailing. 
Until the dawn of the blessed day, 
when they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother saying, Anow thou the 
Lord, for all shall know him from the 
least of them unto the greatest of them. 
Signed by order of the Board. 

M. BALDWIN, President, 


{Fromthe London Evangelical Magazine.] 
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A Committee has since been form- 
ed, which is now employed in put- 
ting into activity the necessary ar- 
rangements for the distribution of the 
Holy Scriptures throughout this col- 
ony. 

I took an opportunity of assuring 
“the meeting, that during the time | 
may administer this government, no 
effort shall be wanting on my part to 
promote the diffusion of Christianity 
throughout Southern Africa: I am 
persuaded that, independently of the 
paramount duty by which every 
Christian is bound to impart the light 
of the Gospel to those who are unac- 
quainted with it, 1 shall be render- 
ing an essential service to this colo- 
ny, ifI can lay the foundation of a 
system which shall introduce Chris- 
tianity, and consequently civilization, 
amongst the surrounding tribes; and 
I hope the day is not very far off, 
when those who are now heathen 
savages shall be converted into civil- 
ized Christians, 

I have the honor te be, Kc. 


ANECDOTE. 


The following interesting fact is re- 
lated in an Address, delivered in 
the last month before the Young 
Men’s Missionary Society of South- 
Carolina. It is worthy of preser- 
vation, as a testimony of the effica- 
cy of practical religion. 


A few years since, in one of the 
Southern States, a minister having 
settled in a neighbourhood, found 
the masters of slaves generally averse 
to their servants joining his church, 
A few, however, gave a reluctant as- 


sent. The slaves, thus admitted, 
were divided into classes of ten, and 
one of known piety and integrity 
placed at their head, whose princi- 
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pal province, during the week waste 
superintend his class, watch their 
movements, inquire into their con- 
duct, and detect whatever mal-prac- 
tices might be committed, either 
against their masters or their fellow 
servants, ‘This arrangement, (which 
could not fail to include the conduct 
of the non-professors as well as the 
professors) brought the whole inter- 
nal concern of the plantations before 
the minister; who, every Sabbath, af- 
ter service, carefully examined the 
heads of the different classes; and it 
not unfrequently happened, that the 
first intimation a master had of his 
being plundered, was the restoration 
of his property, through the vigil- 
ance ofthe pastor, his leaders and 
their classes. Earthly policy has a 
powerful influence on human ac- 
tions;—in this case it was instant- 
aneous. All opposition on the part 
of the masters at once ceased, and 
each was willing that his servants 
should embrace the Gospel. Let a 
similar course be pursued by those 


| who are placed at the head of church- 


es, and 1 am_ persuaded, the effects 


will be similar; while, at the same 
time, it does not violate any precepts 


offour Lord and Master. 


OBTTUARY, 
From the Christian Observer for April, 1821, 


THE REY. THOMAS SCOTT, 


Rector of Aston Sandford. 


This faithful and laborious servant 
of God, has at length been called to 
his eternal rest His death took 
place on Monday evening, the 16th 
inst. after an illness which confined 
him te his bed exactly five weeks, 





